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“TODAY!” 


Six Pressing Reasons Why You Should 


Be Saved Today. 
By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will 
hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, 
im the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fa- 
thers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. 
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They 


do always err in their heart; 
ways. 
rest. ) 


and they have not known my 


So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my 
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 


evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But 
exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of 


you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 


For we 


are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence steadfast unto the end; While it is said, 
Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in 
the provocation.”—Heb. 3:7-15. 

“For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva- 


tion.”’—Il Cor. 6:2. 

The two Scriptures above give 
strong reasons why every uncon- 
verted man and woman should 
turn to Christ today with re- 
pentance and faith. In Hebrews 
3:7-15 we are told that the Holy 
Ghost has a message and that 
message can be summed up in one 
word, “TODAY!” “...the Holy 
Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear 
his voice, Harden not your hearts 

.” (verse 7). Readers are to 
“exhort one another daily, while 
it is ealled To day,” says verse 13. 
And again, “While it is said, To 
day if ye will hear his voice, hard- 
en not your hearts” (vs. 15). The 
message of the Holy Spirit of God 
to every lost sinner is, “Today!” 
Be saved today! 

Again the same message is 
brought in II Corinthians 6:2: 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” What time is the accept- 
able time to God for a sinner to be 
saved? “Behold, now is the ac- 
cepted time,” answers the Scrip- 
ture. When is the day of salva- 
tion? “Behold, now is the day of 
salvation.” 

Dear unsaved friend, I beg of 
you to consider the following 
pressing resons why you ought to 
be saved today. Not one single soul 
who reads this, ought to lay the 
printed message down until you 
have said, “Yes,’”’ to God, until you 
have earnestly confessed yourself 
a sinner and depended on Him for 
mercy and claimed Him as your 
own Saviour! Today is the day to 
be saved! 


[. If It is Ever Right to Be 
Saved, Then One Ought to 
Be Saved Today 


Mo one has a right to go on in 
sin. No one would claim that it is 
all right to continue a life of mur- 
der and then just before he dies 
to quit murdering people. No one 
would elaim that it is all right to 
go on in theft and dishonesty for 
a season and then at some conven- 
ient and proper time quit being a 
thief. No one has a right to con- 
tinue in known and deliberate 
sin. But the most horrible of all 
sins is the sin of rejecting Christ. 
If you have not accepted Christ, 
you have rejected Him. If you 
are not for Him, you are against 
Him. If you are not saved, you are 
lost. And every moment that you 
continue unsaved, you are living 
im deliberate and willful sin, the 
most horrible sin. 

Never try to defend your delay 
in accepting Christ. To postpone 
your salvation is like the mur- 
derer who continues in murder, 
the blasphemer who continues his 
oaths, the adulterer who continues 
hig vile sin. Not to be saved is an 

Continued on Page 6) 
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Your Last 
Chance! 


Subscription Campaign Closes 
July 15. Send Your Sub- 
scriptions at Once. Large 
Book, “The Scarlet Sin and 
Other Revival Sermons,” 
254 Pages, Given Free With 
Two 8-Month Subscriptions 
at $1 Each, if You Have 
Your Letter in the Mail by 
Midnight, July 15. 


Many thousands of subscriptions 
have come in during the last few 
weeks. But only by the loyal ef- 
fort of our friends can we reach 
the goal of 23,000 subscriptions. 

On July 15 the subscription price 
of The Sword of the Lord goes up 
tc $2 a year. Hence, it is neces- 
sary to ask you to get your sub- 
scriptions im the mail at once. 
Any letter postmarked not later 
than midnight, July 15, will be 
honored and the subscriptions will 
be entered at the rate of $1 for 
eight months, and the free prem- 
ium book will be given for each 
two such subscriptions or for one 
16-month subscription for $2.00. 

This ig the last reminder to be 
published in The Sword of the 
Lord. Before the next issue of the 
paper gets to you the campaign 
}will be closed. ‘So act at once, 
while it is on your mind, and send 
all the subscriptions you possibly 
can. Remember that for each two 
8-month subscriptions at $1 each 
you get a copy of the large 254- 
page book, The Scarlet Sin and 
Other Revival Sermons, contain- 
ing twelve messages of the great- 
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‘Why Study Prophecy?’ 


By EVANGELIST ROBERT J. WELLS 


(Address given im the Colomal Hills Prophetic Conference, 
Georgia, March 19, 1944) 


Atlanta, 


Being a practical person, I should like to suggest three 
practical reasons in answer to the question, “Why study 


prophecy ?” 
1, 


The Bible commands us to “preach the word;” and this 
cannot be obeyed without studying prophecy. 


2. 


Because the Bible emphasizes the importance of prophecy 


by telling us to “take heed” to the “more sure word of 


prophecy.” 


Because the Bible tells us to use prophetic truth as a 


source of comfort, and surely, there has never been a time 
when such comfort was more needed than at this pres- 


ent hour. 


I. The Bible Commands Us to 
“Preach the Word;” and This 
Cannot be Obeyed Without 
Studying Prophecy 
(II Tim, 4:1-4) 


“I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who. shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season: 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For 
the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, hav- 
ing itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables.” 

Please notice that these are the 
words of advice given by the expe- 
rienced Paul to the young and in- 
experienced Timothy. It is a very 
solemn charge given in the antici- 
pation of the coming time when 


men “will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves 


teachers, having itching ears.” 
Now, the words-in which we are 


Preparing 


Christians 


By EVANGELIST HYMAN J. APPELMAN, D.D. 


1945. 


The subject, “Preparing Chris- 


tians for Revival,’’ has been given 
to me. I think—-not because I am 
speaking to you about it—but I 
think if we could get the key to 
it, if we could get the understand- 
ing of it, if we could really do 
what the subject suggests, there 
would be no possible chance of 
missing a revival, 


I was in San Angelo, Texas, a 
number of years ago. One of our 
great denominational leaders, 
dear friend, now pastor of one of 
the greatest churches in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, at 
that time State Secretary, was 
tag a revival in San /Angelo, 
too. San Angelo is large enough 
to have a half dozen revivals, 
with ¢rowds in every one of them. 
The Lord was blessing both of us, 
especially this great man, who 
was with the tremendous First 
Baptist Church. He called me up 
and asked me to come to see him 
at his hotel. I was delighted that 
he even noticed me. I, was the 
pastor. of the First Baptist 
Church, went over to the hotel. 
We had a season of prayer, then 
sat around and talked. He said 
some nice things about the way 
the Lord had been blessing my 
testimony. Then he said, ‘You 
know, Hyman, you can’t expect to 
have as great revivals now days as 
| Billy Sunday had when he first 


a 


(Preached at Conference’ on Evangelism, Winona Lake, Ind., July 16, 
Mechanically Recorded) 


started out.” HI was the same old 
story. 

I said, “Why not?” 

You know what he said. You 
have heard it all over the country. 
You have said it yourself. He said 
that there were too many maga- 
zines, too many radios, too many 
moving picture shows, too many 
dance halls, too many automo- 
biles. I began to cry. It got me. 
I did not know how to answer 
him, Perhaps that was the reason 
I started crying. He was so much 
greater than I, and after all, he 
was my chief. When he asked me 
what I was crying about, instead 
of quieting down, I got worse. I 
had to slip down on my knees 
and press my face against the 
sheet on his bed to quiet down. 
I apologized for the show of my 
feelings. 

He said, “What are you erying 
about 7?” 

“I would rather not tell you.” 

“Tell me, I want to know.” 

“All right, I will tell you if you 
will take it. If I thought moving 
pictures, and radios, and maga- 
zines, and automobiles, and such 
like, could stop God from giving 
us a revival in this day and time, 
could stop God from giving us the 
same kind of power that He gave to 
D. L. Moody, I would know I had 
made a mistake when I gave up 
my father and mother to accept 


Christ as my personal Saviour.” 


or Revival 


ni a” 95 


. Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 


That is right! If anything can 
stop God, except the unbelief on 
the part of His people, He is not 
very much of a God. He is not 
a big enough God for me, When 
we use excuses, any excuses, we 
throw off our God, We belittle 
God. 


Nowadays we have a good ex- 
cuse. Pretty soon it will be out, 
and we preachers will have to 
hunt for a new one. We are say- 
ing there is not enough gas, not 
enough tires to permit people to 
go to church, Before the war, we 
said they had too much gas and 
too many tires. Now what excuse 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Dr. Robert J. Wells 


particularly interested are: 
“Preach the word; .” They 
form a summary of the charge, 
and when thoroughly understood, 
completely convey the desires of 
the apostle’s heart concerning the 
ministry of his young son in the 
faith, 


It is not at all difficult to see 
what Paul had in mind in giving 
this charge to Timothy. He was 
urging him to proclaim the whole 
message of the gospel, in its full 
compass without taking away or 
thrusting into the background any 
part of it. Paul wanted Timothy 
to so “preach the word” that, at 
the end of his ministry he might 
be able to say in the words he had 
used in his farewell to the Ephe- 
sian elders, as recorded in Acts 
20:20, 27: 

“ . . I kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you ,... For 
I have not shunned to declare unte 
you all the counsel of God.” 

The ‘‘counsel of God” referred te 
here is the “Word of God;” every 
book, every chapter, every verse, 
every sentence, every word! It is 
God’s Word and as such it must be 
preached without fear or compro- 
mise. None of it must be kept 
back, The preacher or the teach- 
er must not hesitate to declare 
all of it. Oh, the need in this ter- 
rible hour for faithful preachers of 
the WHOLE Word of God! 


Obviously, if we are to “predch’ 
the Word,” it will be necessary for 
us to study the Word, and this we 
are commanded to do in II Timo- 
thy 2:15, the words of which you 
are all well acquainted: “Study te . 
shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.” 

We are to study in order te 
rightly divide “the word of truth,” 
or to distinguish between things 
that differ. There is a very good 
reason for this. In fact, men who 
have devoted their entire lives te 
the study of the Word tell us that 
unless this principle .is followed, 
the Bible cannot possibly be un- 
derstood, 

Perhaps a word of explanation 
would be helpful here. Without 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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we will have after rationing is 
taken off, I do not know. But 
Brother Morris, Brother Ricé, and 
I will get together and figure out 
some excuse that will appease our 
consciences. It is my firm con- 
viction, as deep-seated as my 
religion, as my faith in God, that 
there is just one reason why we 
are not having the great victories 
that they had back there; and 
that is because of our, OUR, the 
emphasis on OUR, the channels 
of OUR lives are clogged. My 
Bible still says that the fervent, 
effectual prayer of a _ righteous 
man availeth much. I do not care 
where it is; I do not care what 
the circumstances are; 1 do not 
ear® if the church is a hell on 
wheels; if the evangelist, if the 
pastor, if half a dozen people in 
the chureh, are right with God, 
you Will Have some kind of a vic- 
tory. You might not have as great 
a victory as you would if you had 
the entire church on fire, but you 
will have some victory. 


There is another lesson that I 
have learned. You know, when I 
first started out to preach, I did 
not know anything! I do not Know 
very much now, but I did not 
know anything then. I came from 
the Army barracks. I bought out 
as a Staff Sergeant, at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, to start out in the 
geminary. I did not know any- 
thing. I had to ask Dr. Craig to 
show me how to put on the Lord’s 
Supper. I had to ask my pastor 
to show me how to baptize, to 
give me a formula to memorize. 
I did not know anything. I used 
to think that in order to have a 
revival we had to have everybody 
im the church revived, everybody 
in the chureh right. I used _ to 
scold, and nag, and drive, and 
eriticize Christians, just beat 
them over the head. But I have 
found out, after ‘fifteen years, 
that not even God can_ revive 
everybody in a church. Some of 
them have never been “vived” and 
they can’t be re-vived. They have 
mothing to revive. Moody was 
right when he said that the way 
to have a revival is to get a few 
eoals together that have some 
Mttle glow in them, then blow, and 
blow, and blow on them until they 
Waze up. Then add one coa) at 
a time until you have a conflagra- 
tion. 


Whe Preparation of Travail 


Now as a text for what is on 
my heart, and I am sure it is 
of the Holy Spirit, I want to take 
am old story, an old statement, 
juet part of a verse out of Isaiah 
66:8: “As soon as Zion travailed, 
ghe brought forth her children.” 
That is the key to revival. That is 
the key to victory in the service 
of the Lord. Now, - you listen. 
Pirst of all, this business of tra- 
vailing is not easy for success in 
amy kind of business-—-not only 
religion, but in any kind of busi- 
mess. You know, you Gentiles have 
peculiar ideas about my people, 
the Jews. You think that every 
that 
every Jew in the world is crooked. 
Neither one of these things is 
true. The great majority of Jews 
are dirt poor. The reason you do 
mot know any poor Jews is be- 
eause you do not know many 
Jews. Then, the Jews will not go 
te the Gentiles for charity. You 
would not give it to them any- 
way. You would think they were 
trying to make something out of 
you. When it comes to crooked- 
mess, I will make you a proposi- 
tion. I know Chicago, and know 
% well. It was my home. My 
people live there. I will take you 
down State Street. Here is a Gen- 
tile store, and here is a Jew store, 
both selling dry goods. You go 
imto the Jew’s store. He will sell 
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you a piece of goods. He _ will 
swear up and down that it is 
wool, when “it is cotton. You go 
into the Gentile’s store, buy a 
piece of goods. He won't even 
swear. He'll just charge you for 
wool, when it is cotton. What is 
the difference? 


I will admit this, that a big 
proportion, a big percentage of 
the Jews are successful. By per- 
centage, there are more Jews who 
are successful than any other 
people. But the reason is, and l 
say it as unqualifiedly, as uncom- 
promisingly as™the belief of my 
mind, that they work harder at 
it. While a Gentile is reading the 
sporting page over his second cup 
of coffeee, the Jew is Sweeping 
out his store. While a Gentile is 
out watching the score of the 
latest baseball game in some 
cigar stand, or out playing golf, 
the Jew is pulling in customers. 
While a Gentile is in a moving 
picture show watching some ac- 
tors or actresses on the screen, 
the Jew is taking an inventory, 
maybe getting ready for a bar- 
gain day, or something like that. 
Anyway, he is working at it. You 
know, it is a well documented and 
a well agreed on statement that if 
the rest of Christendom had been 
as zealous, as enthusiastic, as 
fervent, as fiery as were the first 
century Christians (and most of 
them were Jews) this world would 
have been won for Christ a long 
time ago. The first century Chris- 
tians did more for the kingdom 
of God than all the rest of Christ- 
endom put together. I feel in my 
soul that one reason the Lord 
chose the Jews is because He has 
made them so intense. They tra- 
vail. They know what it is to pay 


a price for great victory, for 
success. 

This one thing I cannot under- 
stand. I came here to get inspir- 
ation, not to give inspiration. I 


have come here to get informa- 
tion, not to give information. Here 
is the first question I want to 
propound to you in this confer- 
ence. Perhaps you can answer it. 
Why is it so fearfully difficult to 
have a revival in a fundamenta! 
church? Tell me! Why is it? They 
call themselves fundamentalists. 
They know the latest in prophecy, 
but when it comes to persistent 
prayer, to passionate personal 
work, they are too busy with the 
church’s going, or not going, 
through the tribulation to have 
any time to waste on lost souls 
about them, 


I was in a revival meeting in 
a certain town. One night a group 
of young women came up to. me 
as I stood talking with some 
folks after the service. Pointing 
to a girl near a soldier in uni- 
form, they said, “Brother Appel- 
man, pray for her.” 

I said, “Why, is she not: a Chris- 
tian ?” 

“Yes, she is.” 

“Well, what is the matter? Is 
she going to marry a Catholic, or 
what is the matter with her?” 

“No, she’s a Christian; but 
pray for her.” 

“Well, why should I pray for 


her ? Doesn't she come to 
church ?” 
“Yes.” 
“Doesn’t she attend prayer 
meeting ?” 


“Yes, she goes with us on the 
Streets to witness on Saturday 
nights.” ou 

“Well, 
her ?” 

One of those dear girls leaned 
over to me, and in a horrified 
whisper said, “Pray for her, She 
wears earrings!” , 

Isn't that something! “She 
wears earrings!” 

I have known men, Sunday 
School teachers, even preachers, 
stand before crowds of people to 
tear a fashion to tatters, talking 
about the lickum-stickum the 
girls wear on their fingernails, 
when they themselves would not 
draw a deep breath to win a lost 
soul to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Tell me, why is it so hard to 
have a revival, to get fundamenta- 
list people on their knees to pray 
for the coming in of the kingdom 
of God, for the salvation of lost 
souls ? 

But, to come back: I said tra- 


why should I pray for 


vai] is the secret of success in 


every line of business. So it is. 
The difference between one doc- 
tor and another is not so.much in 
the doctor’s personality, not so 
much in the doctor’s talents. One 
doctor graduates from. a school, 
hangs out his shingle. Then he 
really just begins to study. He 
just begins to burn the midnight 
vil. Another doctor frames his 
sheepskin, hangs out his shingle, 
and that’s an end to it. All he is 
concerned about is a lucrative 
practice. What is the difference 
between a rea] lawyer and a shy- 
ster? It is not always talent. It is 
not always personality. It is not 
always education, or native, in- 
herent ability. Generally it is this: 
the man who is getting ahead is 
the man who applies himselt, who 
studies after he gets through 
with school. He works at it, while 
the shyster hangs out his shingle 
to show that all he is interested 
in is the black figures in his bank- 
book, 


The same thing holds true 
with a*“preacher. I happen to be 
in a denominational center. I 
know lots of preachers. I have 
talked with them and heard them 
talk. You would think that those 
preachers who have gotten ahead 
have some kind of a pull. Others 
say, “If I had the pull, if I had 
the ear of So and So...” But 
I have been with these mighty 
men, these great pastors of tre- 
mendous churches; .and, friends, 
ninety-eight percent of the time 
it is not pull, it is push! They 
just work at it. They just pay the 
price for it. 


It is the same way with rais- 
ing a family. I remember an in- 
cident that happened in Fort 
Worth, before my children came, 
in the church of which I am a 
member. I was holding a revival 


and I.were. out walking, one of 
them on either side of me. 1 saw 
a young woman carrying a bDiond 
haired, little two-year-old baby 
girl. I got hold of that  biond 
baby, took her to myself, played 
with her. (1 like blond children, 
blond girls. When they get older 
I want them to turn brunette be- 
cause blonds are fickle!) I played 
with that baby, then returned her 
to her mother. I said to my wife, 
“Verna, I wish we had a blond 
haired, little two-year-old,baby 
daughter.” 

My mother-in-law looked at me 
quizzically and said, “Son, they 
don’t come that way!” 

I knew what she meant, 
quick tears came. How many 
sleepless nights did that poor 
mother spend before that child 
got to be two years of age! How 
much agony and anguish did that 
mother endure over a_ colicky 
child when she did not know’ but 
that the next breath the child 
drew would be the last! Yes, it 
takes travail to raise a family. 
And it takes travail to have a 
revival. 

Travail built the church. The 
foundation of our religion, of our 
Christianity, of our church, of 
everything we hold dear, is laid in 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Someone has well said that people 
who criticize our theology and 
our preaching, saying there is too 
much blood in it, are wrong. The 
trouble with our religion, the 
trouble with our churches, the 
trouble with our Christianity, is 
not that there is too much blood 
in it, but that there is not enough. 
There is enough of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, but there is not 
enough of our biood to match it. 
There is not enough of our sacri- 
ficial] blood to make the wheels 
of Zion move. 

Think how the walls of Zion 
were built up and cemented to- 
gether by the blood of the mar- 
tyred dead. If you want to read 
a book that will tear you to 
pieces, that will melt your heart 
that will make you see how little 
you really are doing for God, read 
-Fox’s Book of Martyrs. All I have 
to do is to think of it and my 
heart seems to stand still within 
my body. Those bleeding witnesses 
suffered, died, not for their sal- 
vation, but for our salvation, that 
we might have the privilege ol 
serving God and Christ in free- 
dom in the sight of all men, that 


and 
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we might have the privilege of lift- 
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there. My wife, my mother-in-law, | 


ing up the cross, of lifting our 
voices to proclaim the saving 
testimony of the Son of God. Just 
think of the price that has been 
paid by those who have lived be- 
fore us for this thing which we 
call the church, for all this that 
means so much to us, for this 
that we call our religion, our 
Christianity, our salvation! That 
book is full of illustrations. I do 
not have time for many of them. 
May I call your attention to two, 
or perhaps, three. The Romans ar- 
rested an entire church of fifty- 
odd people with the pastor, whose 
name was Linneaus. They were 
locked up in one of those terrible 
jails to be kept there for four 
long, bitter, agonizing, endless 
months. During these four months, 
two babies were born to women 
right there in the one crowded cell. 
After awhile there came some 
sort of a Roman holiday, perhaps 
the Emperor’s birthday, perhaps 
the celebration of some triumph. 
As the last attraction, in the ter- 
rible Colosseum, the entire church 
was brought out, fifty-odd of 
them. They came out with their 
clothes torn, their bodies diseased, 
vermin-infested. They had not 
had any food, any water for days. 
They got down on their knees in 
the arena. Linneaus, the gray- 
bearded bishop, the pastor, stood 
in their midst, threw back his 
head and lifted his voice in loud 
prayer to God. The crowd listened 
quietly. They wanted to know 
what he was saying. Lo, and be- 
hold, instead of praying that God 
might liberate them, that God 


| might free them, that God might 


destroy their enemies, this pas- 
tor of that group of people 
prayed that God might give them 
the grace to die in such manner, 
in such fashion, that their very 
deaths might be testimonies unto 


the salvation of their tormentors! 
Compare that kind of Christianity 
with the kind of Christianity that 
has to be begged to attend its 
own prayer meeting and you will 
begin to understand what is the 
matter with us, why we are not 
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having revivals. 


Do not blame the movies, the 
dance halls, the Jews, the Cath- 
lics, or the Federal Cowncil of 
Churches. No, my friends, we are 
to blame! 


You remeber’ that 
story of those two preachers, 
Latimer and Ridley, who were 
taken out of the Tower of Lon- 
don after languishing there for 
months, being tortured, torment- 
ed, broken. They were tied to 
stakes. As the fire was applied, 
the younger one, Ridley, began to 
twist away from the smoke and 
flames. His chain clanged against 
the post. Latimer, who had been 
standing erect with his eyes 
closed, his lips moving in prayer, 
opened his eyes and, smiling down 
pityingly and sympathetically at 
his friend, said, “Master Tom, 
play the man. Play the man, Mas- 
ter Tom! By the grace of God we 
will light a candle in England this 
day that not all the world will be 
able to put out!” 


Compare that kind of Christi- 
anity with the kind of Christianity 
that has to be pled with to at- 
tend its own revival meetings and 
you will understand what ig the 
matter with this country. It is 
not Truman. It was not Roosevelt. 
It is not this, that, or the other 
thing. It is the hearts and lives 
of those of us who claim to be the 
children of God. The key to Chris- 
tianity, the key to revivals, the 
key to the salvation of multitudes, 
the key to Pentecost, is im the 
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. 
Preparing -- 
(Continued from Page 2) 
hands of God's people. It has al- 
ways been that way. 

The greatest need in our 
churches today is travailing Chris- 
tians. The greatest need in our 
churches today is burdened, brok- 
enhearted Christians. We have all 
kinds. of educated Christians. I 
am not criticizing, but listen, if 
we had to depend on the education 
of Wheaton College, or Bob Jones 
College, or Baylor University, or 
Hardin-Simmons, or any of these 
seminaries, or Bible schools, to win 
a world to Christ, we would never 
do it. They are all good schools, 
but it takes more than that. I learn- 
ed a long time ago that not even 
a fundamental school can make a 
silk purse out of a sow’s ear. It 
takes God to do that, It takes God 
to make something out of noth- 
ing! 

We have plenty of educated 
Christians. We have college gradu- 
ates. We have seminary graduates. 
We have many kinds of study 
courses, libraries, books. Our fun- 
damental publishers are grinding 
out books as one grinds out corn. 
Everybody writes a book. Gil 
Dodds runs a race, and somebody 
writes a book. Hyman Appleman 
is converted, and somebody writes 
a book. Sam Morris goes on the 
radio and lifts his mighty voice 
against whiskey, and somebody is 
surely going to write a book about 
him, tell what a good looking boy 
he is, even though they have their 
fingers crossed while they are 
writing it! We have plenty of edu- 
cated Christians! 

We have plenty of popular 
Christians. The president of the 
United States is a member of a 
Baptist church. Why, the gov- 
ernors of our states are always 
talking about Christ, and Christi- 
anity, and religion. They have 
their pews, their church member- 
ships. 

We have plenty of rich Chris- 
tians. We have enough rich Chris- 
tiams in our churches to multiply 
our missionary programs a thou- 
sand times over without batting 
an eye. We have enough wealth in 
our church membership of every 
denomination to endow every 
school and every seminary of 
every persuasion in the United 
States. But still we are not 
having a revival. The reason is 
that we need weeping Christians. 
We need heartbroken Christians. 
Listen! I have seen many revivals 
(thank God, most of them have 
been revivals, too). I have seen 
revivals without much advertising. 
I have seen revivals in terrible 
auditoriums. That revival in Phil- 
adelphia was a nightmare. I could 
not see five rows in front of me. 
The ushers had to point, and keep 
on shaking their hands, because I 
eould not see their hands, and I 
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have pretty good eyesight. 


I have seen revival meetings 
without much singing. I have been 
in revival meetings where I led 
the singing. I will guarantee that 
in those meetings at least, there 
was not much singing, because I 
cannot even name the scale. I 
just judge them by going up, and 
going down, Sometimes when I 
ought to be going up I am go- 
ing down! Sometimes when I 
ought to be going down I am go- 
ing up. I never will let the pianist 
play when I sing, because there is 
no pianist in the world who could 
accompany me! There is some- 
thing wrong with their educa- 
tion. The piano is always flat, or 
sharp, or out of tune! But I have 
seen revivals. I have seen reviv- 
als! 


One day back of Montgomery 
Ward, in Fort Worth (before the 
Van Zandt Baptist Church was 
built), I heard Horace Havens 
from the seminary stand up and 
sing “Alone.” When he finished 
I had to preach. I had never heard 
that song before in my life: It 
broke my heart. I read my text, 
started to say something, but 
broke down, and began to sob. 
I leaned On my hands over my 
Bible on that pulpit. The pastor 
put his hand on my shoulder and 
started giving the invitation. 
Twenty-seven men, women, chil- 
dren walked down the aisles ac- 
cepting Christ as their personal 
Saviour. But it takes more than 
singing. It takes more _ than 
preaching. If it took preaching to 
have a revival, we could have a re- 
vival. I would not walk from here 
to that door to hear Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick. But I would walk a 
whole lot further to hear a man 


like Charles Fuller, or Walter Maier 


or Ward Ayer, I say, itis not great 
preachers. It is not preaching. It 
is not advertising. It is not sing- 
ing. God can use all of these 
things. But it is weeping, it is 
agonizing, it is prostrating our- 
selves in the ecstasy of agonizing 
supplication before God; it is 
ceaseless, day by day, earnest, 
anxious, personal witness-bearing 
that wins the day. I never have 
seen a revival of any sweeping 
magnitude that came in any other 
way except as it was swept in by 
the tears of God’s people. What 
connection there is between tears 
and God’s grace, I do not know. 
But this one thing I do know, that 
when a group of us get broken- 
hearted enough, so that in the 
agony of our souls we Weep out 
our hearts, and say to God, “You 
must give us a revival or we will 
die,” a revival will come, 


There are lots of things I do 
not understand. Thank God, there 
are lots of things I do not have to 
know. I am told there is qa thing 
in an automobile that is called a 
coil. I do not know what it is; 
I do not know where it is. People 
say there is a differential. Wheth- 
er it is in the front or in the 
back, I do not know. But, brother, 
that does not stop me from driv- 
ing a car. There are many things 
I do not understand about revivals, 
but I know that if you put cer- 
tain things into practice, if you 
pay the price in a certain way, the 
heavens open up, the Spirit of God 
comes down in mighty Pentecostal 
power. 


It was Dr. Hamilton (in his day 
and time was one of the outstand- 
ing evangelists of our great land, 
having tremendous victories) who, 
in one of his books, tells a story 
that I am sure is familiar to many 
of you. He held a revival m one 
of those very large southeastern 
country churches, with a Sunday 
School attendance of over six 
hundred. One night, after the night 
service, a woman, about forty 
came up to him to say, “Dr. Ham- 
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ilton, I want to ask you a ques- 
tion.” 

“Is it long?” 

“Yes, quite long.” 

He -said, “Let’s get over here 
behind the piano.” 

They stood between the piano 
and the pulpit. 

“What igs it?” 

“Dr. Hamilton, I have three chil- 
dren: a little girl six, Ruth; a boy 
thirteen, Ralph; and a boy fifteen, 
John. Ruth is too young to under- 
stand what it is all about, but 
Ralph and John are old enough. 
They are not Christians. I cannot 
talk to them about Christ. Every- 
body else’s children are being sav- 
ed, but they will not even let me 
talk to them.” 

“What do you mean, they won't 
let you talk to them?” 

“Why, they positively insult me. 
They get up and leave the room.” 

“Let me ask you some ques- 
tions.” 

“All right.” 

“Are you a Christian?” 

Smilingly she answered, “Why, 
you have been bragging on me.” 

“I don’t even know you.” 

“IT am the superintendent of the 
Intermediate Department of this 
church.” 

“Sister, you are the greatest 
superintendent that I have ever 
known. You have the best Sunday 
School department I have ever 
known, and I am not a young man 
any more, I have known plenty of 
them. Is your husband a Chris- 
tian ?” 

She got quiet, straightened up, 
said, ‘Brother Hamilton, you will 
think I am biasted since he igs my 
husband. He is the greatest Chris- 
tian that I know anything about. 
He is a deacon in this church. He 
is about as nearly perfect as a 
man and as a Christian as I ever 
hope to meet in’ this life, or in 
the life to come.” 

“Do you have a family altar?” 

“Twice each day, morning and 
night.” 

“Do you say grace over meat?” 

“Why, yes, even if it is only a 
cooky and some milk.” 

“And you mean to tel] me that 
your boys will not let you talk 
to them?” 

“Why, Brother Hamilton, I tell 
you, when I start talking to them 
they insult me. They say they are 
just not interested. If I keep on, 
they walk out.” 

He studied her for a minute and 
said, “‘Sister, will you listen to a 
plain word without being hurt?” 

She said, “I will.” 

He pointed a finger in her face 
and said, ““Madame, your boys are 
not being saved because your eyes 
are dry.” 

I guarantee you she did not 
sleep much that night. The next 
morning her husband, q farmer, 
got his breakfast and went out 
into the field to work. About 9:30 
he came back to take them to 
church. In the meantime, the chil- 
dren came down at about 8:00 or 
8:30 to the breakfast table. The 
mother, red-eyed from weeping 
during a sleepless night, turned to 
the older boy and said, “John, I 
want you to be a Christian,” and 
began to cry. The“younger boy 
dropped his napkin on the table, 
pushed back his chair, ran out. 
The little girl kept on eating. After 
awhile, the mother got ait on 
her knees~with her first boy, and 
had the joy of hearing the boy 
confess Christ ag his personal Sa- 
viour. 

About three or four that after- 
noon while she was in the kit- 
chen getting things ready for sup- 
per, the younger boy came rushing 
in. He was dusty, dirty, dishevel- 
led, his hair in a mess, his face 
streaked with what looked like 
sweat and tears. He threw himself 
on his mother’s neck and began to 
cry. He cried hard. She pushed 
him a little way from her, wiped 
his face with her apron, and said, 

“What is the matter, son?” 

“Mama, I am a Christian. I am 
saved. I have trusted Christ. I 
am going to join the church to- 
night. Is Johnny?” 

She held him off, kissed him, 
and said, “Tell me how # hap- 
pened, darling. Teli me how it 
happened.” 

“Mama, last night I eouldn’t 
sleep. I started downstairs to the 
icebox to get something to eat and 
something to drink, thinking that 
would put me to sleep. I walked 
past your door, and there was 
somebody in there talking. I 
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thought you were sick, Mama. I 
walked in there and you were 
stretched out on your face by the 
bed. Daddy was asleep. You were 
beating the carpet with your fists, 
crying, “Lord, save my children. 
Lord, save my boys! Lord, save 
Johnny. Lord, save Ralph!” 

“Well, what did you do?” 

“I didn’t go to the icebox. I 
went upstairs and cried myself 
to sleep. This morning when you 
started talking to Johnny I just 
couldn’t stand any more.” 

“Where have you been, darl- 
ing ?” 

“I have been in the cotton patch, 
back of the barn, praying. And 
Jesus saved me. I am going to 
join the church tonight. Is John- 
ny ?” 

“Yes, darling, he is.” 

That night, with her arms 
around her two jewels, she 
brought them as a gift to the feet 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is 
what it takes. 

We talk a lot about wanting a 
revival and needing a revival. We 
write about revivals. The Sword of 
th Lord, Moody Monthly and other 
papers are full of it. But, my 
friends, how hard it is to get a 
group of our people to an all 
night prayer meeting! How hard 
it is to get a group of our preach- 
ers, even, to give themselves to 
fasting, to prayer, to intercession! 

I am praying with all my soul 
that the same thing wil] happen to 
me as happened to B. H. Carroll. 
He tells the story in one of his 


books. 
One time he conducted a tent 
meeting in Belton, Texas. The 


crowds came. They always came 
to hear that man. He preached 
night after night. There were no 
conversions. One night he could 
not sleep. He tossed around for 
endless hours. Finally, getting up, 
he put on his clothes and started 
down the highway. There is a 
cemetery on the side of a hill 
about a mile and a half south of 
the town. He went into that ceme- 
tery. It was two or three o'clock 
in the morning. Getting down on 
his knees between the graves he 
cried, “Lord, if You have called 
me to preach, I want You to show 
me what Hell is like. I want You 
to show me what Hell igs like.” 
God opened Hell to that man that 
night. When he came back from 
the cemetrey, when he stood in the 
pulpit that night, he himself said, 
the flames licked up into his face. 
He preached as a dying man to 
dying men. God used him'to start 
a revival that swept all that coun- 
tryside. Men still praise God for 
it. 

My friends, if we really saw 
the condition of sinners going to a 
devil’s Hell, if we really believed 
in a burning Hell, there would be 
no need for telling touching illus- 
trations. We would be in tears all 
the time, sobbing out our interces- 
sions to God for men, sounding 
out our witness to men for God. 


The Preparation of Separation 

What is the preparation needed 
to make Christians ready? What 
does it mean to travail for souls? 
First of all, there must be the 
travail of separation. There are 
gome things that seem to be legiti- 
mate for the world that are illegit- 
imate for a Christian. We Chris- 
tians must walk as though we 
were walking on eggs. I am not 
talking about the separation that 
says, “You ought not to drink, you 
ought not to smoke, you ought 
not do this, you ought not to do 
something else.” No, my friends, I 
mean the separation that reckons 
itself ag belonging, with every- 
thing we are and have, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, separation unto 
something. 

When I was a child growing up, 
in Russia, then in America, my 
father told me again and yet again 
that the worst thing a man can 
do is to run from something. He 
said, “You must run te some- 
thing.” 

I do not have any confidence in 
this pale-faced, passionless purity, 
thig puritanic virtue that draws 
its self-righteous robes about itself 
and points out some woman that 
has a little lipstick on and says, 
“She does not amount to a hill of 
beans. She ig not living right.” 
I mean the separation that turns 
itself over to the Lord Jesus Christ 
So definitely, so fully, so com- 
pletely that it does not have time 
for these other things. Listen, you 
wil] not have to worry about the’ 
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play-pretties and the play-parties 
of the world if your heart is full 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That is what I am talking 
about, positive separation, belong- 
ing unto the Lord Jesus Christ, 
separation from the world, the 
flesh, the devil, because you are 
too busily occupied with the things 
of the kingdom of God, because 
you are striving with heart, soul, 
mind, to carry on, and out, and 
up, the commission of the Son of 
God. 

I remember that during my 
seminary days we had a foreign 
mission volunteer band. I was a 
member of it. One year I was 
the president of it, A group of 
us boys would meet every night 
in Fort Worth Hall after school. 
Sometimes we would stay until 
quite late at night. Seldom did 
we separate before ten o'clock 
when we had to have lights out. 
The boys are now scattered to the 
ends of the earth. There was Bob 
Rickertson, a missionary in China, 
There was Baker James Cauthen, 
who just came back from China. 
There were Herbert Pierce, and 
Frank Cheavens, and Shepherd 
Bryan, and Harold Hall (he is still 
in China). One night, the night 
before the 1932 graduation, we 
knew we were going to scatter, 
knew we were going to be sep- 
arated. We never have been to- 
gether in one group any more, 
When we were through praying, 
we did not feel like leaving. We 
were just so burdened. We loved 
each other so much. We had had 
such good times. We just did not 
know what to do. Girls throw 
their arms around each other, hug, 
kiss, weep, and that is an end of 
it. Their feelings are relieved, 
But men-—-what can they do? They 
just have to bear it deeply in 
their hearts. 

Harold Hall wag standing fac- 
ing the window, He turned to us 
sideways to say, “Boys, if the 
gospel were a train, what would 
you like to be on it?” 

One of use said, “I would like 
to be the engineer.” 

Another said, “I would like te 
be the conductor.” 

A third spoke up, “I would like 
to be the dispatcher.” 

A fourth ventured, “I would like 
to be a passenger agent.” 

Then Shepherd Bryan—I will 
remember it until my dying day— 
turning to Harold said, “Harold, 
what would you like to be?” 

Harold replied, “I would like to 
be the coal in the engine and 
burn out for Jesus.” 

That is what I mean, separation 
unto. Jesus, not from something, 
but to something, a devotion te 
Christ, a falling in love with 
Jesus. 

Permit a crude illustration. Like 
any other man, I am _ tempted 
physically. Certainly I have te 
fight it, as any other normal man. 
I am away from home for weeks 
and months at a time I have 
been home five hours since Christ- 
mas. There have been five days 
this year that I have not preached, 
My wife and boy have come to me. 
I have not seen my little girl. I 
am just dying to see her. Thank 
God, they are coming in tonight. I 
have not seen my little girl since 
the first part of March. Do you 
know how I keep, in God, from 
sinning? I will tell you. I make 
love to my wife. That is part of 
my protection. Do you know how 
I fight the devil? I make love 
to the Lord Jesus. I make love 
to Jesus! 

I remember Dr. A. N. Hall in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, a mai sev- 
enty-odd years old . I helped him 
in a revival. He came into his 
study one day when I was on my 
knees in prayer. I started to get 
up. He pressed me down. He got 
down by my side to pray with 
me. I stood up, and helped him 
up. 

I said, “Dr. Hall, I surely wish 
I knew the Bible as you do.” 

He said, “Son, when you have 
spent twenty-five years with one 
book, as I have, you will know it, 
too.” 

“Dr. Hall, do you mind giving 
me a bit of advice? It is very im- 
portant to me.” 

“Certainly not. Ask me. What 
do you want to know?” 

“Dr. Hall, there is a great fear 
in my soul.” 

“What is it?” 

“I do not want to be a profes- 
sional preacher.” 

Do you understand what I am 
talking about? I do not want te 

(Continued on Page 4), 
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Preparing -- 

(Continued from Page 3) 
preach for a living. I would rather 
dig ditches with my teeth than to 
preach for a living. I cannot un- 
derstand a man’s preaching for a 
living—just for a living, just to be 
drawing a salary. 

“Well,” he said, “I understand, 
son. We ought to fight that.” 

“How do you do it, Dr. Hall? 
How do you keep from becoming 
professional] ?” 

He put his hands on my shoul- 
ders and squeezed them until they 
hurt. 

“I will tell you how I do it. I 
keep Jesus sweet on my soul. I 
keep Jesus sweet on my soul!” 


Last night in Lansing, Michi- 
gan, I preached on “It is Fin- 
ished,” and showed them Jesus 
dying for our sins. I guarantee 
you, it took a long time of wait- 
ing before the Lord in my hotel 
room. 1 could see the blood of 
Jesus dripping down from the 
cross when I1 stepped into that 


pulpit. I was making love to Jesus 
in my hotel room. 

This is personal, I know, but 
what else can I talk about? I do 
not know anything except what 
has happened to me. Will Rogers 
said he knew what ke read in the 
papers, but I do not even read 
the papers any too much, except 
the funny papers. That is about 
the only clean part of the paper 
that is left! The rest of it is just 
filfh and lies. That is just about 
the extent of it. Keep on making 
love to Christ. 

Separation unto Jesus, not unto 
the church. Oh, my brethren, I 
am sorely afraid I have been 
guilty and others of us preachers 
have been guilty. We have sold 
our people on a shallow loyalty. 
We have sold them on our Sunday 
Schools. We have sold them on 
our young people’s organizations. 
We have sold them on church 
membership. We have sold them 
on denominations. Now we must 
sell them Jesus. Then they will 
be loyal to the rest of it, too. Any- 
thing else is shallow. It just will 
not stand the stress, the storms 
that are sure to come upon every 
one of us. 


The Preparation of Inter- 

cession 

Second, there must be the tra- 
vail not only of separation but of 
intercession, the preparation of 
prayer. It is easy enough to talk 
about intercession, but if you have 
never prayed until your knees 
gave way under you, you have 
never prayed. If you have never 
prayed until you felt that a giant 
hand was squeezing the blood out 
of your heart, you have never 
prayed. If you have never prayed 
until you felt that unless God 
heard you, you would die or go 
mad, you have never prayed. 

I told you a bit ago about Ar- 
den Blaylock. I was in a revival 
with him just before he died. 
about about three or four weeks 


before he died, in Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas. Crowds packed and 
jammed that auditorium which 


would hold about seven or eight 
hundred people, but there was no 
power, no power! There were just 
drops instead of the showers of 
mercy we had expected. We called 
@ prayer meeting on Friday night, 
then again Saturday night after 
ehurch. About sixty or seventy of 
us met in prayer. Saturday night 
I prayed to start the meeting off. 
One after another all prayed. At 
midnight, Blaylock began to pray 
again. He prayed thirty-two min- 
utes by this watch. I tell you, I 
had to stick my handkerchief in 
my mouth to keep from standing 
up to scream out the agony of my 
soul, as I heard him crying for 
Arkansas, for the people of Little 
Rock. The next day 109 people 
walked the aisles, more than nine- 
ty on first profession of faith as 
candidates for baptism. That is 
what it takes, the travail of inter- 
cession, the agony of intercession, 
the hanging on to God, the plead- 
ing with God. I do not know why 
that is, but there it is. 

Moses prayed; and how he 
prayed! Ezra prayed. Nehemiah 
prayed. All the prophets prayed. 
Elijah prayed. Elisha prayed. 
Isaiah prayed. Jeremiah prayed. 
Jesus prayed. Paul prayed. Wes- 
ley prayed. Luther prayed. If 
these men, who were so gigantic, 
prayed, how much more do we 
need to pray! The preparation of 
intercession! Oh, my friends, when 


| life. 


I come to a revival meeting and 
am told, ““‘We have had seasons of 
prayer,” my heart leaps with joy. 
When I come for a revival meet- 
ing, and the first night, and the 
second night, and the third night 
the prayer rooms are full, I know 
in my heart that there are not 
enough devils in Hell to keep us 
from having a revival. But, oh, 
when I come to a place to have to 
pull, to have to beg, to have to 
plead, to have to scold, to have to 
agonize, to have to abuse, to have 
to whip, to have to scourge in 
order to get people to pray, that is 
when my heart breaks, that is 
when the load becomes fearfully 
heavy. 

The Preparation of Visitation 

Last of all, there must be the 
travai] not only of separation, not 
only of intercession; but we must 
prepare our people in the travail 
(for want of a better word) of vis- 
itation, of witness bearing, of go- 
ing out after the lost, of going out 
yonder, of telling people about the 
revival, telling folks that Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by. Listen, 
I will give you a challenge. Take 
the lives of all the evangelists who 
have ever lived, and see if they did 
not major and minor on these two 
things: prayer and personal work. 
We talk a lot about the great re- 
vivals of D. L. Moody, but did you 
know that he would have trained 
men, women, young people scat- 
tered over the auditorium doing 
personal work during his invita- 
tion? 

I am not a hunter. I have only 
gone hunting once or twice in my 
Some of you have gone much 
more than I have. - But, down in 
Texas, people tell me that if you 
want to go hunting and really get 
something, there are two things 
you need: a good rifle and a good 
hunting dog. I know from per- 
sonal experience that when I stand 
up in the pulpit to preach and give 


the invitation, when there is no- 
body in the congregation before, 
or after, or during the invitation, 
doing personal work, it is just like 
carrying this tabernacle on my 
back. But when I Know that per- 


sonal work has been done during 
the day, personal work will be 
done in the service, personal work 
will be done after the service, 
then, brother, then, sister, the load 
is a whole lot lighter. Our people 
have to be prepared, have to be 
trained, have to be induced, have 
to be inspired, have to be encour- 
aged to the task of witness bear- 
ing. 

“Well,” you say, 
going to do it?” 

I will tell you, if you will per- 
mit me, how I did it. I was pas- 
tor of the church in Vickery, Tex- 
as. The whole town did not have 
eight hundred people in it. But 
God blessed us. We had victory 
after victory after victory. We 
baptized more than fifty people 
a year. During the three years I 
was there, there were more than 
150 baptized. Do you know how 
I did it? Listen, I am not an ex- 
pert at it, but this is the way I 
did it. First of all, I did visiting 
myself. I did not stand up there 
in the pulpit and say, “You go.” 
I said, “Let’s go.” 

Second, I would take my dea- 
cons with me. I would take my 
Sunday School teachers with me. 
Do you know what happened? I 
would take Deacon Erickson with 
me, or Edwards, or Hathaway, or 
Musgraves, or Day, or any of the 
others. I would take one of them 
along and go into some home to 
greet the people, “Howdy, broth- 
er; howdy, sister. My name is Ap- 
pelman. I am pastor of the Baptist 
church. This igs Brother Mus- 
graves, one of my deacons.”. I 
would talk to them about Christ. 
The deacon would sit there like a 
wooden Indian, never saying a 
word. The second time it would 
be the same way. The third time 
every once in awhile the deacon 
would give a pious grunt. The 
fourth, or fifth time he would say 
an “amen.” Then, after awhile, 
he would break in with a word. 
After some more time I would sit 
back and let him talk. That is the 
way to do it. An ounce of exam- 
ple is worth a thousand tons of 
precept in the service of the Lord, 
,even more than anywhere else. 
That is what it takes. That is 
what it takes to have a revival. 
That is what it takes to prepare 
a church. Preach Christ. Love 
Jesus. Make people fall in love 
with Jesus. Lead them out into 
telling others about Him. 


“how are you 


I heard a sales manager talk- 


ing to a group of his men the oth- 
er day. One of the men spoke up, 
“How can we sell our products 
when people do not seem to want 
them?” The sales manager got 
so furious he was red in the face. 
He jumped up and down, banged 
his fist on the table. He could not 
talk for a minute. Then he said, 
“Listen, we are hiring you not so 
much to sell the product as to 
make people want it!” It is up to 
us to make people want Jesus. 
Jesus wil] do the rest. 

Some years ago in England a 
young evangelist, sent out by a 
certain church organization there, 
obtained a tent and commenced a 
series of revival meetings all 
around the badlands of London. 
He came to one of the vilest, most 
wicked communities. Putting up 
his tent on a vacant lot, scatter- 
ing the advertising, he began 
preaching the gospel. People start- 
ed coming, slowly at first, then 
in larger numbers. Some few were 
converted. It was hard, heartbreak- 
ingly hard. There was no church 
in that community, just crowds of 
unevangelized people, as bad, per- 
haps even worse, than very heath- 
en. The crowds kept on increas- 
ing. Some Christians came. Some 
unsaved came. During the course 
of the revival, about the second or 
third week, among the converts 
was a boy about fourteen. He was 
the son of a saloonkeeper, who 
was a widower, The boy’s mother 
had died when the boy was just a 
tiny little fellow. The father had 
raised him. They lived upstairs 
over the saloon. Immediately upon 
the boy’s conversion, he began 
to plead with his daddy to come 
to church. His daddy cursed him, 
telling him to forget about it. The 
meetings went on. One Saturday 
night, instead of having a service, 
they had a prayer meeting. In the 
course of the prayer meeting the 


preacher said, “Do any of you 
have some loved one for whom 
you want us to pray?” The peo- 
ple, here and there, raised their 
hands, The boy shyly lifted his 
hand. 

The. preacher said, “All right, 
son.” 

“Pray for my daddy. He is a 
saloonkeeper. I want to see him 
saved.” 


The saloon was closed on Sun- 
day. On Monday, one of the neigh- 
bors, a Christian, told the father 
that his boy had asked prayer for 
him. The neighbor did not intend 
to hurt the boy. He was trying to 
help the father by his testimony. 
He thought it would break the fa- 
ther’s heart that the boy was pray- 
ing for him. When the boy came 
home from school, the saloonkeep- 
er came upstairs, got hold of the 
lad, shook him hard, and _ said, 
“Listen, if you want to be a this, 
that, and the other kind of a Chris- 
tian, go ahead. But you leave my 
name out of it. Leave me alone, 
now. Don’t talk about me!” 

The boy was frightened, and 
promised not to refer to him. Came 
Saturday night again. The tent 
crowd had another prayer meet- 
ing. The boy stood it as long as 
he could. Finally he raised his 
hand to say again, “Pray for my 
daddy.” Monday morning’. the 
game neighbor told the sinner 
again, thinktmmg he was doing the 
boy and his dad a favor. He was 
not trying to be mean. He was 
trying to be helpful. When the boy 
came home from school, Daddy 
got hold of him again to threaten 
him, “Listen, if you ever mention 
my name like that in public again, 
Tll kill you! T’'ll kill you! [I'll lit- 
erally kill you!” He flung the boy 
away from him. 

That week went past. Another 
week passed by, a third, a fourth. 
The meeting was still on. There 
came another Saturday night. An- 
other prayer meeting was being 
held. The boy, sitting on qa back 
seat, was sobbing his little heart 
out. After awhile, he raised his 
hand. “Pray for my daddy.” Mon- 
day morning came and the same 
neighbor told the father again. You 
see, he was trying to help the sin- 
ner, He was not trying to do 
something mean. When the boy 
came home from school that aft- 
ernoon, the brutal father took the 
boy into his room and closed the 
door. Taking off his belt, he 
scourged the boy until the lad’s 
blouse was red with blood. When 
the boy fainted away, the man 
threw him to the floor. Getting a 
pail of water, he doused the lad 
with it. When the boy stirred, the 
man kicked him hard and left the 
room. The son got to his knees, 


broken, torn, sore, weeping, 


climbed up on his bed and sobbed | 
himself to sleep. About eight that | 
night, perhaps a little later, the 
father started up the stairs, He 
had been thinking about the boy 
all alone up there, After all, the 
boy was his boy. The saloonkeep- 
er stepped into his son’s room. The 
boy was on his face, his hand out- 
stretched, his cheek against the 
bed. The father could see the slow 
tears, even in his sleep, coursing 
down the pale cheek. The back 
of the shirt had become stiff with 
blood. Dropping to his knees, the 
man put his hand across that boy’s 
back. The boy woke up and start- 
ed to shrink away from his daddy. 
The big man, broken a bit, pulled 
the lad toward himself, doing his 
best to keep his hand and heavy 
arm away from the son’s back. 

“T’m sorry, kid,” he said, “I’m 
sorry. I'll never do it again, So 
help me, God, kid, I'll never touch 
you again, no matter what you do. 
I’m sorry.” 

He began to cry, and the boy 
with him. 

After a while, the daddy said, 
“Son, are you really a Christian?” 

“Yes, Dad,” answered the boy 
half. afraid. 

“Can you pray, Son?” 

“T can a little bit, Daddy. I just 
learned a little bit.” 

“Son, after all I've done to you, 
will you pray for your old daddy?” 

“T surely will.” 

“Will you pray for me now?” 

“T surely will.” 

“Can you get down on your 
knees and pray for me?” 

“T think I can.”’ The boy crawled 
out of bed, got down on his knees, 
put his arm around his father’s 
back, and with dad’s hand softly 
patting his sore back, began to 
pray. 

“Lord, save my daddy. Lord, I 
want my daddy to be a Christian.” 

The boy was sobbing. The man 
was sobbing. The boy kept plead- 
ing weepingly. After some min- 
utes his daddy stopped him. 

“Son, it’s all right. I'll do it 
right now. I'll give my heart to 
Christ right now. Tell me how to 
do it. Tll accept Jesus as my 
Saviour right now.” 

With his torn back, with his 
tear-stained face, with all of it 
forgotten, the young Christian 
said, “Daddy, all you have to do 
is just to trust and _ confess 
Christ.” 

Right then and there, weeping 
out his remorse and repentance, 
the father came over on the Lord’s 
side. The next morning the fa- 
ther came up to the boy’s room, 
shining, clean, shaved, dressed in 
his Sunday best. 

“Son, I don’t want you to go to 
school today. I want you to go 
with me.” 

The boy said, 
teacher—”’ 

“Never mind, I'll write her a 
note. Come with me.” 

“Where will we go, Daddy?” 

“Dress, I'll tell you.” 

They had breakfast. 

“Son, I want you to take me to 
the preacher.” 

“You mean the man that is in 
the tent?” 

“Yes, I want you to find him.” 

“T know where he lives, Daddy.” 

“Well, let’s go.” 

“Daddy, you're not 
fight him or anything?” 

“No, I want him to do some- 
thing for me. Son, I’m not going 
to fight anybody any more.” 

They walked to where the 
preacher was staying. The sa- 
loonkeeper introduced himself. 

“Preacher,” he said, “I want 
you to come with me and my boy.” 

They came to the saloon, 
saloonkeeper opened the _ door, 
went down to the basement, got a 
double-bit ax, came back to the 
bar. 

“You two stand by the door and 
get out of my way because I may 
hurt you.” 

He lifted that double-bit ax, 
smashed the bar, smashed the bot- 


“What will the 


going to 


The 


a 


tles, smashed the frosted mirror, 
smashed the barrels, smashed the 
tables. When the thing was swim- 
ming ankle deep in wine, whiskey, 
beer, ale, sawdust, and wreckage, 
he said, “Now come out of here.” 

The saloonkeeper reached into 
his pocket, took out a key. 


“Preacher,” he said, “this whole 
building and everything that is in 
it is all yours. You can have it. 
You can do anything you want 
to with it.” 


Right now while I am preaching 
to you, oh, my friends, there is a 
church right there where that sa- 
loon was. Why? What was the 
cause of it all? One boy, by the 
grace of God, realized the fact that 
changed his world, He accepted 
Christ as his Saviour, was inspired 
to service, paid the price in sacri- 
fice, started a chain of influence 
that will continue from now on, 
forever, till Jesus comes. 

The question is, Does Jesus mean 
as much to you? He has done as 
much for you. It did not cost Him 
one second extra of agony, one 
drop extra of blood to save that 
boy back yonder from his sins, 
than it did to save you and me 
from our sins. In short, do you 
love Jesus? Are you willing to 
take a stand for Him? Are you 
willing to be done wtih shilly-shal- 
lying? Are yeu willing to be 
stripped of a selfish Christianity 
that goes through the formality 
of serving God, that takes every- 
thing God has to give and gives 
nothing in return? Are you will- 
ing to have it replaced and sup- 
planted by a heroic, courageous, 
sacrificial, victorious Christianity ? 
Will you say now, right here, 
“Lord Jesus, You loved me 
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going into detail, since it is to be 
thoroughly dealt with later in the 
eonference, I would like to call 
to your attention the divine di- 
vision of mankind which is set 
forth throughout the Word ot 
God, and which is particularly 
pointed out in I Corinthians 10:32: 
“The Jews ... the Gentiles ... 
the church of God.” God has a 
purpose and a program for each 
of these three groups, and unless 
we learn to distinguish between 
them (“things that differ’’) here, 
we can never hope to advance be- 
yond the state of hopeless confu- 
sion in our study of the Bible. It 
is important to notice that in this 
one matter alone concerning the 
divine division of mankind, we are 
thrust into the very heart of the 
prophetic Scriptures, For prophecy 
is largely occupied with giving us 
a preview of the history of these 
three groups of people. 

We must study the whole Bible 
and we must be able to distinguish 
“between things that differ’ if we 
are to obey the injunction to 
“preach the word.” Hence, we can- 
not possibly ignore the fact that 
we are definitely obligated to stu- 
dy Bible prophecy. 

It is true that the return of 
Christ is the central theme of 
Bible prophecy, but the Scripture 
passages that deal with this theme 
form only a small part of the pro- 
phetic structure of the Bible. When 
we see, then, what a large part 
of the Bible is devoted to this one 
theme, what a prominent place it 
is given in the vast array of Bible 
truth, the prophetic portion of the 
Bible takes on new and, in fact, 
unusual importance. It is easy to 
see that it is not within the realm 
of possibility to “preach the word,” 
without devoting much time to the 
study of Bible prophecy. 

Those who have carefully ana- 
lyzed the Bible for the purpose 
of discovering the number of ref- 
erences it contains to the second 
coming of Christ and the conspicu- 
ous place given to the subject of 
prophecy as a whole, tell us that 
there are more than one thousand 
allusions and more than 350 dis- 
tinct prophecies relating to the 
second coming of Christ in the en- 
tire Bible. For each time the first 
coming is mentioned once, the sec- 
ond coming is mentioned eight 
times; for each time the atone- 
ment is mentioned once, the sec- 
ond coming is mentioned twice. It 
is said that prophecy occupies one- 
fifth of the Scriptures, and the 
second coming of Christ occupies 
one-third of prophecy. 

Looking into the Old Testament 
we discover that it is full of pro- 
phecy and that it gives special 
emphasis to the second coming of 
Christ. By far the greatest num- 
ber of prophecies concerning 
Christ in the Old Testament are 
connected with His second com- 
ing. Of the forty-six Old Testa- 
ment prophets, less than ten speak 
of the first coming of Christ, while 
thirty-six speak of the second 
eoming. In the Old Testament 
there are 666 general prophecies; 
333 of these are concerning Christ. 
Of these 333, one hundred nine 
were fulfilled at the first coming, 
leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled. 


A truly great Bible teacher, Dr. 
James H. Brookes of St. Louis, 
said that there are 7,959 verses in 
the New Testament, and of these, 
330, or one in twenty-five, directly 
refer to His second coming and 
there is no subject but faith men- 
tioned more frequently. 

One cannot possibly study the 
words of Christ without noting 
that our Lord refers to His re- 
turn at least twenty-one times. Of 
the twenty-seven books in the New 
Testament, all but four: of them 
refer to it. Fifty times or more 
in the New Testament we are ex- 
horted to be ready for the realiza- 
tion of this blessed hope. Paul 
mentions baptism just fifteen 
times, but mentions the second 
coming fifty-five times. In his 
epistles, with the exception of Ga- 
latians and Philemon, the second 
coming is mentioned many times. 
Entire chapters, such as Matthew 
24 and 25, Luke 21, and Mark 13 
are devoted to this subject, as are 
whole books such as First and Sec- 
ond Thessalonians and the Revela- 
tion. 

What has been given thus far is 
little more than a sample, but 
surely it is adequate te demon- 


strate without any questions that 
it is impossible for us to obey 
the Scriptural command to “preath 
the word,” without giving our- 
selves, wholeheartedly, faithfully 
and persistently to the ‘study of 
Bible prophecy. 

Another very practical reason 
for studying Bible prophecy has 
fixed itself definitely in my mind, 
and I trust it will be the means of 
bringing the importance of pro- 
phetic study to your attention in 
a definite way. 


II. Because the Bible Empha- 

sizes the Importance of Pro- 

phecy By Telling Us to “Take 

Heed to the More Sure Word 
of Prophecy” 

As it was apparent we could not 
obey the command to “preach the 
word” without studying the Word: 
and since the Word is so full of 
prophecy, without studying Bible 
prophecy it is quite obvious that 
we are not able to “take heed to 
the more sure word of prophecy” 


without giving the’ matter our 
careful attention. This injunction 
is found in IT Peter 1:19: “We 


have also a more sure word of 
prophecy: whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts.”’ 

In this passage we have first of 
all an emphasis on the dependabil- 
ity of prophecy. The phrase, “a 
more sure word of prophecy” is 
better translated, “a word of pro- 
phecy made more sure,” or “a word 
of prophecy confirmed.” You see 
Peter was speaking on this side 
of the resurrection and was look- 
ing at the prophetic Word in the 
light of the many fulfillments in 
connection with the first advent 
of Christ. As he considered these 
many fulfilled predictions, he said: 
‘The word of prophecy is more 
sure to us, because of the vast 
amount of confirmatory evidence.’ 

This was said in order to present 
the warning which follows: “. 
whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed ...” Or “whereunto ye do 
well that ye pay attention, or bend 
the mind, or carefully consider.” 
To these words of Peter we would 
like to add the words of Christ 
uttered to the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus as found in Luke 
24:25: “...0O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the pro- 
phets have spoken.” 

Christ called all those who re- 
fused to believe ‘all that the pro- 
phets have spoken’’—‘“‘fools!”’ Peter 
said that the words of the prophets 
are more sure now by virtue of 
confirmation and then tells us to, 
‘give heed to those words.’ Dr. 
Scofield says concerning these 
words of Peter interpreted in the 
light: of prophetic fulfilment: 

“Hundreds of predictions con- 
cerning Israel, the land of Canaan, 
Babylon, Assyria, Egypt and nu- 
merous personages—-so ancient, so 
singular, so seemingly improba- 
ble, as well as so detailed and defi- 
nite that no mortal could have an- 
ticipated them—-have been fulfilled 
by the elements, and by men who 
were ignorant of them, or who ut- 
terly disbelieved them, or who 
struggled with frantic desperation 
to avoid their fulfillment. It is 
certain, therefore, that the Scrip- 
tures which contain them are in- 
spired.” 

These things being true, it is 
reasonable to assume that the rest 
of Bible prophecy will prove it- 
self to be the very Word of God, 
and hence, to have a right to our 
careful consideration. Surely, in 
the light of history and in the 
light of our daily newspapers, it 
would be well for us to give heed 
to the predictions of the Word 
concerning the matter of “wars 
and rumors of wars.” Down 
through the years men have been 
bending their efforts to establish 
a permanent peace upon the earth. 
Time after time they bave prom- 
ised us the end of all war. Some 
of the greatest intellects the world 
has ever known have combined 
their efforts to provide a way to 
end war, What does history teach 
us? Simply that no matter what 
man says, no matter how assidu- 
ously he tried to avoid it, regard- 
less of the multitude of peace 
conferences and the best intentions 
of many millions of people the 
world over, we have had “wars 
and rumors of wars.” In these 
enlightened days, in the midst 


of twentieth century civilization, 


and all of its boasted achieve- 
ments, and inspite of a war, a 
World War that was fought to 
“end all wars,” and to “make the 


world safe for democracy,” what 
do we have? 


Another World War! (Now 
called a “Global War'!’’) What 
do we hear on every hand.?_ A pos- 


sibility of yet a third World War 
and prospects for continuous wars 
in the years to come. Yes, in the 
light of world events, in the light 
of our daily newspapers, it seems 
that the words of Peter were well 
chosen, and that we “do well...” 
to “take heed” to the “. . . more 
sure word of prophecy...” 
More than this, in the light of 
newspaper headlines concerning 
the unprecedented number of brok- 
en homes caused by the tremen- 
dous upsurge in the amount of di- 
vorces in our country and Great 
Britain; and in view of the veri- 
table tidal wave of juvenile delin- 
quency seen on every hand the 
world over, to say nothing at all 
of modernists with “a form of 
godliness,” but minus the power; 
blasphemy such as we have never 
before known and a pleasure-mad 
world, it would seem the part of 
wisdom to give careful heed to the 
prophecy of II Timothy 3:1-5. 
“This know also, that in the last 


days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers. of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, 


proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, with- 
out natural affection, trucebreak- 
ers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, Traitors, heady, highmind- 
ed, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.” 
Surely, it is not necessary to go 
further into this aspect of our sub- 
ject. On every hand we see the 
fulfillment of Bible prophecy; on 
every hand we see a breakdown 
of human plans for a better world. 
All about us, on every side, we are 
beset with overwhelming evidence 
of the failure of man, and in every 
direction we see incontrovertible 
witness to the authenticity of the 


prophetic Word of God. We do 
well to “‘take heed” to it. Again, 
I say, that we should study Bible 


prophecy because the Bible em- 
phasizes the importance of prophe- 
cy by telling us to “take heed to 
the more sure word of prophecy.” 
There is yet another reason, and 
that also a very practical one 
which I would like to suggest as 
to why we should study Bible 
prophecy, It is: 

Ill. Because the Bible Tells 
Us to Use Prophetic Truth as 
a Source of Comfort and 
There Has Never Been a Time 
When Such Comfort Was 
Needed More Than at This 

Present Hour 
(I Thess. 4:16-18) 

“For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with 
these words.” 

These words are words of which 
I shall never tire. How many 
times I have thanked God for 
them! They are words of pro- 
phecy. They tell about a coming 
event. What an event it will be 
when Jesus will come “from heav- 
en with a shout—” ‘“—with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, and the dead in 
Christ shall _ rise first. Then 
we who are alive here on the earth 
“shall be caught up together with” 
the dead in Christ into “the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air:” and 
to be wtih Him forever. What a 
blessed day! 

Paul, in writing to the Thessa- 
lonians said: “Comfort one anoth- 
er with these words.” With what 
words? The words of this pro- 
phecy concerning the coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Of course, you will remember 
those precious words of Jesus 
Himself found in the Gospel of 
John, chapter 14, verses 1 to 3, 
where, in view of His approaching 
departure, He said: ‘Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in 
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God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many man- 
sions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 

The words, “Let not your heart 
be troubled .. .” are words of 
blessed comfort; and were given 
in view of the words in verse 3: 
“And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself: that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” 

Manifestly, these are words of 
prophecy, and what comfort they 
contain! When I read in the 
Word, that “evil will wax worse 
and worse ...”’ and that “in the 
last days perilous times. shall 
come,” that “there shall come in 
the last days scoffers:” and when 
I witnessed these things being ful- 
filled on every hand, I am saved 
from disappointment: I am deliv- 
ered from despair, and my bur- 
dened heart is lightened, in the 
realization that fulfillment of 
these things is bringing me closer 
to the day when I shall see Him 
whom my heart longs to see. There 
is comfort, indeed, in the words of 
prophecy: “I will come again... .” 

We are living in dark days, and 
in a tragic hour! The heart of the 
nation and of the world is bleeding 
and broken because of strife, suf- 
fering and shame. Many in great 
places as in small are asking the 
question: “What will tomorrow 
bring? What is there to look for- 
ward to?” 


Not a few are asking: “What is 
life all about, anyhow ?” 

Despair, discouragement and dis- 
tress are witnessed everywhere. 
Do the scientists, the philosophers, 
the educators, the politicians, even 
the military strategists, have an 
answer to this question? An an- 
swer, calculated to create hope, 
to proffer a comfort that will car- 


ry us through? Certainly not! 
From these men we receive the 
same old promises: futile, broken, 


bankrupt—promises about a bet- 
ter world in the post-war era. I 
say to you that this is not enough! 
This will never satisfy! These 
promises cannot alleviate the pain, 
the heartache and sorrow of a 
world that is pregnant with suf- 
fering and sorrow. We must have 
something better than this. It 
must be something infinitely more 
worthwhile than this! Something 
far more convincing than these 
old, worn-out phrases! Ah yes! 
Thank God, we have something! 
We have it in the prophetic 
Word! A Word that tells us to 
look away from this world: to 
look to the coming One, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It tells us that in 
Him and in Him alone do we have 
the solution to the problems of 
mankind: in Him is the balm for 
every heartache; in Him is the vic- 
tory for every battle: in Him is the 
healing for every wound: in Him 
is joy in the place of sorrow, com- 


fort in the place of sadness, peace 


in the place of strife. Oh, the 
blessings of the prophetic Word of 
God! How we should look forward 
to the day when the Prince of 
Peace shall come, for He hath 
said: 


“. . . I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also.” 


I say that there has never been 
a time when we needed the com- 
fort of the prophetic Word more 
than we do at this present hour. 
As a pastor, I have had the op- 
portunity to experience just a lit- 
tle of the heartaches that have 
been caused by this terrible war. I 
have watched mothers and sons, 
husbands and wives, brothers and 
sisters, sweethearts, fathers and 
children, as they have bid each 
other farewell and have separated; 
while young men went off to an- 
swer the call of their country and 
to prepare themselves for the bat- 


tle. J have witnessed the flower 
of young manhood leave their 
homes, their Sunday School 


classes, their church, to go out inte 
a strange world and enter upon 
the new way of life. I have felt 
the firm grip of their hand, ob 
served the trembling lips as they 
said good-bye, and Wigye watched 
tears come into the eyes of strong 
men as they parted from their 
loved ones. I have prayed with 
brokenhearted mothers and wives, 
and I say to you frankly, the most 
effective word of comfort that I 
have ever been able to give has 
been that which is based upon the 
prophetic Scriptures, which teach, 
that no matter what happens— 
come what may—one day Jesus w 
coming and we are all going to be 
caught up to be with Him, where 


we shal) dwell together forever. 
Then we will have peace, sweet 
peace, everlasting peace, and war 


will be no more! Thank God! 


Just a few months ago the tele- 
phone rang and I was informed 
that one of the mothers in our 
church had lost her son on the 
field of battle. He was the first 
one to give his life on the shores 
of North Africa. I hastened to her 
home and found her grief-strick- 
ened! : 

Her son had been a fine Chris- 
tian chap, a first lieutenant, and 
his letters had been full of his 
anticipation of the day when he 
would be able to come home again. 
But now he had died, was buried 
in the sun-bleached beach of Nort? 
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open sin, a willful sin of disobe- 
dience to God and rebellion against 
God. Anyone who will admit that 
someone ought to be saved must 
admit that he, too, ought to be 
saved. And anyone who will admit 
that he ever ought to be a Chris- 
tian must admit that he ought to 
be one today. On the general 
ground, then, that if it is right 
to be a Christian, it is right to be 
one today, and if it is right to ac- 
cept Christ, honest people ought 
to accept Him now, turning from 
their sins and trusting Him for 
salvation, I appeal to you. If re- 
pentance is commanded, then gin- 
ners ought to repent this very day. 
The very. first moment you come 
to know that you are a Sinner, 
you ought to flee from your sins 
and turn to the dear Lord Jesus 
for mercy and salvation. Not to 
do so ig deliberate sin, is con- 
tinual sin, sin indefensible and in- 
excusable. 


Ii. You ht to Be Saved 
Today Bécause the Holy 
Spirit Calls Today 

“The Holy Ghost saith, To day,” 
Bays the Scripture. Then the rest 
of the statement follows, “If ye 
will hear his voice, Harden not 
your hearts.” 

Are you interested in what the 
Holy Spirit says? Are you inter- 
ested in the will of God? Then I 
bee you to hear what the Holy 
Spirit says. He says that today is 
the day to be saved! “Today, oh, 
today,” the Holy Spirit cries, “You 
should be saved!” 

An alarming example is given in 
the Scripture. Sinners are urged, 
“Harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation, in the day of tempta- 
tion in the wilderness: When your 
fathers tempted me, proved me, 
and saw my works forty years. 
Wherefore I was grieved with that 
generation, and said, They do al- 
way err in their heart: and they 
have not known my ways. So I 
gware in my wrath, They shall not 
enter into my rest.”” The children 
im the wilderness who did not 
hearken to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit who kept telling them, “To- 
day, believe in God! Today trust 
Him for salvation!” ali died in the 
wilderness. Those who did not 
trust Him for peace ang personal 
salvation died unsaved. We should 
not be like them, lest our hearts 
be heardened and lest God’s wrath 
fall on us, too! That is the mean- 
ing of this Scripture. 


To the wicked Jews as Jerusa- 
lem who had crucified the Sa- 
viour and then would not hear 
His ministers, Stephen cried out, 
“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised 
im heart ang ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your 
fathers did, so do ye” (Acts T: 
51). What was wrong with those 
Christ-rejectors? They resisted 
the Holy Spirit! They would not 
listen to the call of God through 
the Spirit. And hence, the terrible 
punishment that came on Jeru- 
salem in A. D. 70 when it was 
destroyed by Titus and the Roman 
army came on a nation that would 
not listen to God’s voice through 
the Spirit. And individuals who 
died unsaved could only blame 
their hard hearts and the fact 
that they would not listen to the 
eall of the Spirit of God. 

When the Spiirt of God says “to- 
day,” as He says in this Scripture, 
then it is time for sinners to be 
gaved today. 

Doubtless in your own heart the 
Holy Spirit says the same thing. 
You should be saved today. This 
very day God’s Spirit speaks to 
you through the Scriptures, 
through this printed sermon, and 
moves upon your heart to accept 
@hrist and be saved. To dally, to 
trifle, to delay is to continue in 
sin. Such delay, such disobedience, 
such resistance to the Spirit of God 
may harden your heart and doom 
you forever to Hell which was pre- 
pared for Satan and his angels. 
Heed today the calling of the Spir- 
it. of God! 


lil. The Danger of a Hard- 
ened Heart Makes It Urgent 
to Be Saved Today 

The Holy Spirit urges, “To day 
if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts” (Heb, 3:7-8). 
And again verse 13 says, “But ex- 
hort one another daily, while it is 
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called To day; lest any of you 
be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin.” 

The hardening of the heart is 
the most terrible calamity that can 
come upon a lost sinner this side 
of eternal destruction. One reason 
that the great majority of all 
those who are ever saved are Sav- 
ed in childhood is that the child 
has the advantage of a tender 
heart. The child has a tender con- 
science that grieves over sin, The 
child is easily moved by the fear 
of punishment. The child knows 
that it is dangerous to go on 
in sin. Only as one violates his 
conscience, goes against his rea- 
son, ignores the call of God and 
the principles of honor and 
righteousness, can he harden his 
heart and become accumstomed to 
sin. Only by resisting the Spirit of 
God and continuing in the willful 
sin of rejecting Christ, can one 
get a hardened heart. The days 
and weeks go by, and, unknown 
and unnoticed by the sinner, his 
heart is being hardened. His con- 
science is being dulled. His per- 
ception of right and wrong’ is be- 
coming inaccurate and faded. De- 
lay in salvation means a hardened 
heart. Oh; then, hear the call of 
the Holy Spirit and be saved. “If 
ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.” 


To sin once, knowingly, is 
wicked. To continue in this re- 
bellion, this ungodly resistance, 
this self-will, in delaying your 
salvation, is a deadly sin that will 
have a blasting and damning ef- 
fect upon your own heart. The 
danger of a hardened heart warns 
you to be saved today! 


Every blatant infidel was once 
a tenderhearted child who may 
have trembled at the thought of 
his sin and of judgment. But de- 
lay has hardened his heart. Every 
drunkard was once a pure and 
innocent child, beloved of par- 
ents and promising for the future. 
The years hardened his sensibili- 
ties and made him ignore his 
duties to family, to self and to 
God. Every painted harlot 
was once a sweet-faced little 
girl, precious and gentle and with 
holy possibilities. But sin unre- 
buked in the heart and life, sin 
unrepented, along with the pass- 
ing days, have dulled the pangs 
of conscience and have led to an 
indifference about holy matters. 
Oh, the danger of a hardened 
heart! Oh, that much-to-be-feared 
calamity! and, dear sinner, if you 
reject Christ today, your heart 
will be harder tomorrow. The 
danger of a hardened heart im- 
pels honest, thinking people to be 
saved today while they can. 


LV. The Imminence of Christ’s 
Coming Makes It Urgent 
to Be Saved Today 


In Matthew 24:44 we have a 
solemn warning from the mouth of 
the Saviour Himself, “Therefore 
be ye also ready: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh.” Jesus will return to 
this earth. There will be a wonder- 
ful resurrection of all the Chris- 
tian dead. The bodies of the saints 
in Christ will rise first, “Then we 
which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air’ (I Thess. 4:17). Living 
Christians will be changed in @ 
moment, in the twinkling of an 


eye and caught up to be 
with the Saviour, taken away 
to the Father's house of 


many mansions. Jesus said, “If 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive 
you into myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” 
(John 14:3). Those who are un- 
saved and left alive on the earth 
when Jesus comes will go into the 
terrible tribulation, a time of such 
trouble and sorrow and war and 
plagues as this world never saw 
before, nor will ever see again! 
To be left here with every Chris- 
tian taken away, to be left here 
with every true preacher gone, 
every real church closed; to be 
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left here where all’ principies of 
righteousness and morality are 
ignored and Satan has his way 
in the Great Tribulation, will be 
a horrible thing. But that is the 
punishment of those who are yet 
unsaved when Jesus comes. 


I do not know when the Sav- 
iour will come. Thank God I am 
ready! But many, many times 
we are warned in the Scripture 
to be ready, to watch, for we do 
not know when the Saviour may 
return. 


In view of the imminent coming 
of the Saviour you should repent 
of your sins and turn to Christ 
for salvation. That is just another 
of the pressing reasons why one 
ought to be saved today, this very 
day, without delay. 


V. The Uncertainty of Life 

and the Certainty of Death 

Press Upon Sensible People 

the Wisdom of Being Saved 
Today! 

In James 4:13-14 there is a 
solemn warning: “Go to now, ye 
that say, today or*tomorrow we 
will go into such a city, and con- 
tinue there a year, and buy and 
sell, and get gain: Whereas ye 
knew not what shall be on the 
morrow. For what is your life? 
It is even a vapour, that appear- 
eth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.” It is silly, it is 
presumptious for any man to 
say that he knows what will hap- 
pen tomorrow. How do you know 
you will buy tomorrow or Sell 
tomorrow? How do you know you 
will go on your vacation next 
week? How do you know you will 
come home tonight? “Ye know 
not what shall be on the morrow.” 


Human life is like a vapor 
“that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away,” says 
the Scripture. Man's life is like 
the fog in the valley which soon 
vanishes away under the heat of 
the rising sun. 


This lesson is brought to us 
again in Psalm 103:14-16: “For 
he knoweth our frame; he remem- 
bereth that we are dust. As for 
man, his days are as grass: as a 
flower of the field, so he flourish- 
eth. For the wind passeth over it, 
and it is gone; and the place 
thereof shall know it no more.” 
Your life, which seems to you so 
well established and so import- 
ant, is really like a blade of grass 
that may be plucked up in a mo- 
ment or that may be crushed 
under a person’s heel, or may be 
blown away. How fragile, how un- 
certain is life itself! 

The son of President Coolidge 
blistered his heel playing tennis 
and in a short while he was dead 
of blood poisoning. A tiny clot 
in the blood may stop a capillary 
in your brain and you may die. 
People have strangled to death 
on a fly or a gnat. The scratch 
of a nail or one streptococcic germ 
in the throat may mean your 
death soon. Death as you fall 
from a stepladder in your own 
home, as you cut your hand on 
a glass, or as you ride an auto- 
mobile or train or plane, may cut 
your life short. Every day people 
die unexpectedly. The old die and 
the young die. The sick die and 
the well die. Life is but a vapor. 
Your hold on life is so insecure 
that I urge you to be saved 
while it is today. 

And death is a certainty. “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment,” says 
the. Word of God (Heb. 9:27). 
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; 
for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth,” says Proverb 
27:1. A man who may leave this 
world tomorrow and makes no 
provision for the future could not 
complain if sensible people call 
him a fool. People who prepare 
for meals tomorrow, or for a bed 
tonight, or for an education next 
year, and do not prepare for 
death which may come at any 
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moment, surely are guilty of 
wicked and senseless folly. Oh, 
because life is so short and death 
is so sure, be saved today! “To 
day if ye will hear ~ his voice, 
harden not your hearts.” “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.” 


VI. The Mounting Wrath of 

God on All Christ-Rejecting 

Sinners Impels You to Be 
Saved Today! — 

God was grieved at the wicked 
generation of Jews in the wilder- 
ness who would not hear the voice 
of God. “So I sware in my wrath, 
They shall not enter into my 
rest,” says the Lord (Heb. 3:11). 
And this wrath of God is on 
everyone who delays salvation. 
Consider several Scriptures which 
teach this terrifying and solemn 
truth of God’s wrath on sinners. 


1, Jesus said in John 3:18: “He 
that believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name 
of the orily begotten Son of God.” 
It is not that one who dies with- 
out Christ will be condemned. No, 
one who is without Christ is con- 
demned already, “because he hath 
not believed im the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.” Al- 
ready condemned! Already headed 
for Hell! That is the condition of 
every unconverted sinner. 

2. John the Baptist said in John 
3:36: “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” The anger of 
God abides, lives, stays on every 
unbelieving and Christ-rejecting 
sinner! If you have not believed 
in Christ, that is, have not 
trusted Him to be your own Sav- 
iour, have not depended on Him 
and risked Him to forgive your 
sins, then the wrath of God 
abides on you this day! What a 
terrible truth this is that God’s 
anger mounts up and lives on 
you every day, all the day, and 
never forgets the insult you do 
Him! God is never for a moment 
pleased with you who reject His 
Son, but His wrath is on you day 
and night! 

3. “If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
Anathema Maranatha,” says I 
Corinthians 16:22. The word Ana- 
thema means accursed. In the 
new Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament the Scripture 
puts it this way, ‘If any one has 
no love for the Lord, let him be 
accursed.” If you do not love the 
dear Lord Jesus, you are under 
the curse of God! How terribly 
God must be grieved over your 
rejection of His Son! To eat God’s 
food, breathes God’s air, live on 
God's bounty, exist, even, by His 
mercy and yet reject His dear 
Son! Not to love the dear Lord 
Jesus, the most lovely of all the 
universe! Not to repent of your 
Sins and receive Him into your 
heart! Such sin deserves the 
curse of God and has it. You who 
do not know the Lord Jesus, do 
not love Him, do not have Him 
as your own Saviour, are. ac- 
cursed of God. God’s wrath 
mounts up against you. 

4. Psalm 7:11 says the same 
thing again in these words, “God 
judgeth the righteous, and God 
is angry with the wicked every 
day.” If men were sensible, surely 
they would be terrified at the 
thought that “God is angry with 
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Africa, and Mother would never be 
able to see her son’s face and 
those bright eyes in this world 
again. 

After I had expressed my sym- 
pathy, I asked her if I might be 
permitted to read one or two pas- 
sages of Scripture. I read those 
words from the Gospel of John, 
the fourteenth chapter, those pre- 
cious words from the lips of our 
blessed Saviour. Following this I 
turned to First Thessalonians, the 
fourth chapter, and reminded that 
Christian mother that the Saviour 
who went away to be with the 
Father, and who is even now pre- 
paring a place for us among the 
mansions of glory, will one day 
come again to receive us unto 
Himself. I reminded her that the 
Word tells us that it is to be “the 
Lord himself” who will descend 
from Heaven, Then I said: 


“You know, the dead in Christ 
shall rise first, and on that glorious 
day your son will arise from his 
grave in the African sands, and if 
we are still alive, we will be caught 
up to meet him, If we are dead, 
we will be caught up together with 
him in the air to meet the Lord. 
Oh, death is not the end! It is 
not even the end of this old body. 
All the dead in Christ will be 
raised to meet Him in the air.” 

As I watched the expression on 
that mother’s face, I understood 
why it was that Paul said: “Where- 
fore, comfort one another with 
these words” (I Thess. 4:18). 

From the depths of my heart, I 
believe there is no message of 
comfort that even begins to com- 
pare with the comforting truth 
that Jesus is coming again for His 
own, 

Why study prophecy? Among 
the multitude of reasons that 
might have been given, we have 
chosen only three. We have pre- 
sented these because we believe 
them to be eminently practical and 
particularly fitting for these days. 

1. Because the Bible commands 
us to “preach the Word,” and this 
cannot be obeyed without studying 
prophecy. 

2. Because the Bible emphasizes 
the importance of prophecy by 
telling us to “take heed to the 
more sure word of prophecy.” 

3. Because the Bible tells us 
to use the prophetic truth as a 
source of comfort, and _ surely, 
there has never been a time when 
comfort was more needed than at 
the present hour. 

‘With these thoughts in mind, let 
us go to our Bibles; let us go to 
our knees before God; let us give 
ourselves humbly and wholeheart- 
edly to the study of Bible prophe- 
cy! May our hearts be warmed 
within us, our faith strengthened, 
our whole being inspired as the 
Bible becomes a new Book to us, 
and as our passion for souls grows 
deeper under the convicting influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit who is the 
Author of all prophetic truth! 
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"Today!" an 


(Continued from Page 6) 


the wicked every day.” Are you 
wicked? Well in God's sight if 
you reject His Son, if you do not 
repent of your sins and wil] not 
trust Him to save you, you are 
terribly wicked. And God is angry 
with you every day. 

These Scriptures press upon 
our hearts the thought that God’s 
wrath; God’s anger keeps mount- 
ing up and growing hot against 
Christ-rejecting sinners. No won- 
der so many are cut off suddenly 
without time to repent! No won- 
der that God turns people over 
to a reprobate heart that they 
might believe a lie and be 
damned! No wonder that God’s 
Holy Spirit ceases to call and 
leaves men to their own doom and 
destruction! No wonder that God 
has a Hell for Christ-rejecting, 
impenitent, unbelieving sinners! 
Because of God’s wrath on all who 
reject Christ, you are urged to 
be saved today. Today is the day 
of salvation. Today if you will 
hear His voice, harden not your 
heart, 


Here are six forceful reasons, 
reasons that must appeal to any 
sensible man or woman or boy or 
girl Do they not convince you 
that you ought to be saved to- 
day? Do they not remind you that 
your best chances may be soon 
gone? Do you not feel the cali of 
the Spirit of God? Then today, 
I beg you in Jesus’ name, trust 
Christ and be saved. 


I do not ask you to pay for 
your sins. You could only do that 
by going to Hell. I ask you to 
turn your heart from sin and 
trust Jesus Christ to save you. 
He died on the cross for you. He 
loves you. He is ready to receive 
you today. John 3:16 says, “For 
God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Then will you trust Him 
today and have this everlasting 
life and not perish? 


If you will trust Christ and 
take Him as your own Saviour, 
how glad I would be to hear from 
you. Or if you can do so honestly, 
I beg you to say, “Yes,” to God 
in your heart, and then honestly 
sign this statement and mail it to 
me, or copy it in a letter today. 
I will send you a letter of counsel 
and encouragement and will re- 
joice with you and will hope to 
meet you in Heaven. 


My Decision for Christ 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 
I have read your = sermon, 
“Today!” as published in THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD. I realize 
that I am a poor, lost sinner. | 
realize that I have sinned in ne- 
giecting to trust Christ as my 
Saviour and give my heart to 
Him. So here and now I turn to 
Jesus. I believe that He died for 
me and wants to save me. I risk 
Him to come into my heart just 
now. I surrender to Him and re- 
ceive Him as my own personal 


Saviour. This very day 1 will 
count myself God’s child, will set 
out to live for Him, and will try 
to please Him. I write this as my 
confession of Christ as my own 
Saviour today. 

SIGNED 


ADDRESS 
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est interest, taken down word for 
word as preached by the editor. 


Others Are Doing Their Part; 
Will You Do Yours? 

A good man paid outright for 
113. subscriptions. A woman, 
deeply burdened about her city, 
sent 109 subscriptions, including 
all the ministers in the city whom 
she knew. Hundreds and thous- 
ands of people are sending sub- 
scriptions. But we need your help 
tc reach the total of 23,000 sub- 
scriptions during this campaign. 
We ask you in Jesus’ name to do 
your part and send as many sub- 
scriptions as you can at once! 
Send at least two subscriptions at 
$1: each. Each of the persons 
whose names you send will get 
The Sword of the Lord for eight 
months and you will get the at- 
tractive book, The Searlet Sin 
amd Other Revival Sermons. Or 
you may send one subscription for 
yourself and one for others. Or 
you may send $2 for = sixteen 
months, for your own subsription, 
and receive the free premium book 
just the same. 


Points to Remember 

1. Subscriptions to Canada and 
foreign countries cost more. The 
price is now $2 a year, Canadian 
and foreign; and for $1 you may 
have only a six-month subscrip- 
tion. The Canadian and foreign 
price for The Sword ef the Lord 
after July 15 will be $2.50 per 
year. You may include Canadian 
names now at this special offer, 
with the understanding that $1 in 


American money buys only a six- 
month subscription in Canada 
unti] July 15. 

2. Send as many subscriptions 
as you can. You will get one free 
premium book with each two sub- 
scriptions at $1 each, or each sin- 
gle subscription, sixteen months 
for $2. If you like, some of the 
premium books can be sent to 
others whose names and addresses 
you may enclose. 

3. The Sword of the-Lord sub- 
scription price definitely goes up 
to $2 a year after July 15. You 
wil] be saving money for yourself 
and others to send subscriptions 
before that date. 


4. The Sunday School library 
plan whereby we offer one dol- 
lar’s worth of good Christian 
books, selected from our list, for 
each $2 in subscriptions, will con- 
tinue after July 15. Those who 
have begun working on that plan 
may continue. But subscriptions 
sent in after July 15 will be ac- 
cepted on the basis of the new 
price of $2 a year or three years 
for $5. Get in all the subscrip- 
tions you can by July 15, to se- 
cure the present low rate. 


5. If you get your letter in 
the mail by midnight, July 15, 
your subscriptions will be listed at 
the old rate, $1 for eight months, 
and you will be allowed the prem- 
ium book for each two dollars’ 
worth of subscriptions. 

DO IT TODAY! This is the last 
notice you will have in The Sword 
of the Lord of this offer of the 
free book for two subscriptions at 
$i for eight months each. 


Rush your subscriptions today 
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37 Renorted Conversions Through 
Sword Literature in June 


The following are a few of the many letters we re- 
ceived during June, telling of conversions through 


Sword literature. . 


%5 | 
@ Pamphlet Worked Miraca- 


lously in Life of a Reader 


“Palauig, Zambales, Phil. Islands 
“June 14, 1946 
“Evangelist John R. Rice 
“Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Realizing ‘hat I am a sinner 


and believing that Christ died for 


my sins, I here and now trust 
Him to be my personal Saviour, 
depending on Him to forgive all 
my sins, change my heart, and 
give me everlasting life as He 
promised to do. I am glad to 
confess Him as my Saviour and 
giadly mail this to let you know.” 

(Signed) \ R. & 

“P. S. Your sermon ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ in a 


pamphlet given to me by a friend 
has worked miraculously on my 
life. After I have read it, I joined 
at once the Methodist church in 
this town in which I am now an 
active member. I began to join 
the church last April 19, Good 
Friday. One month after I was 
ehosen as the adviser of the MYF 
ef our church. May the Lord ex- 
tend to you His blessings for the 
help you have given me in this 
mew life. I am also trying my 
best to win others to accept the 


faith....” 
“SSF 


® Mohammedan Native of 
West Africa Saved 
“Army No. 7492, 
“Lagos, W. A. C. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Realizing that I am a sinner 
and believing that Christ died for 
my sins, I here and now trust 
Him to be my personal Saviour, 
depending on Him to forgive all 
my sins, change my heart, and 
give me everlasting life as He 
promised to do. I am glad to con- 
fess Him as my Saviour and glad- 
ly mail this to let you know. 

“This is my fault. I was once 
a Mohammedan, and wherr I be- 
gan to go to church at shore in 
U. M. S., I feel better in my soul. 
But there is,a Satan who always 
deceives me to go astray. Will you 
kindly pray for me, and send some 
books to me.” 

(Signed) Abraham Ajayi. 


* * * 


@® Reads Grandmother’s 
Sword; Is Saved 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I have let Jesus come into my 
heart, and be my Saviour, 
and I will trust in Him. I know 
I am a sinner, and everybody else 
is, too. So Il am going to let Him 
wash away my sins, and am ask- 
ing Him to forgive me and save 
me. And I want to live for Him 
ali my life. I am twelve years of 
age, and I go to Sunday school 
every Sunday.” 

(Signed) B——- A——— D 
Decatur, Georgia. 
“P. S. I am visiting my grand- 


OW TfL 


mother. She takes The Sword of 
the Lord, and I have been reading 
im it.” 


cal * ° 


® Three High School Girls in 
Philippines Saved 
“Banate, Lloilo, Philippines 
“May 10, 1946 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Greetings in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Enclosed you 
will find three decisions to accept 
the Lord Jesus as their personal 


Saviour, clipped out from your 
tracts, ‘What Must I Do te Be 
Saved?’ The signers are all girls 


from our high school. 

“During the Holy Week evan- 
gelistic meetings I have conducted 
in my church at Anilao, [Iloilo, 
Philippines, these girls were pres- 
ent every evening. A member of 
my church, chosen to distribute 
tracts, gave them your tracts, and 
a few days ago they came to hand 
im their signatures. Praise to His 
holy Name! 

“Now these girls are listed as 
eonverts in my church, and are 


now attending every Sunday. 
There were thirty people who re- 
sponded to the invitation to ac- 
cept the Lord as their Saviour. 
Each of them who know how to 
read English was given your tract. 
Every Thursday I am having my 
Bible class for these converts. 
Please, help us pray for them. 
The harvests here are plenteous. 
but the labourers are few.” 
(Signed) Leorico B. del Carmen 


@ Saved Through Book Five 
Years Ago 


“I was at the meetings in Chi- 
cago and received rich blessings. 
Five years ago a book came into 
my hands entitled Religious But 
Lost. I read it and after a few 
months accepted Christ as my 
Saviour. May God _ continually 
bless and use your work for His 
glory and for the salvation of lost 
souls.” 

(Signed) E- _————— 

Chicago 10, Illinois 
> + * 
@ Catholic Felt Need of 
“Something More” 
“June 19, 1946 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“....Previously I 
raised and believed in the Cath- 
olic religion. But for many years 
I have felt that this was not 
enough—that I wanted something 
more. 


have been 


“I confess that I am a sinner 
as all men are, and I wish to re- 
pent. I will tell you how I came 
upon the Evangelist religion. I 
have not bothered with any re- 
ligion for two years after losing 
the Catholic faith, and today I 
was talking to a neighbor. Upon 
hearing about your religion, which 
sounded so logical and helpful, 
decided to act quickly. She gave 
me two leaflets which I have just 
finished reading—-they are: ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ and ‘All 
Have Sinned.’ 

“I am twenty years old and my 
husband is in the Navy and wiil 
be discharged in August. We 
have a little son, fifteen months 
old. 


“I would appreciate any help 


you can give me. Thank you 
very much,’ 
(Signed) Mrs. M- O — 


* * * 


@ Six-Year-Old Feels Need 
of Saviour 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 
“T love Jesus. I want him to 
save me. Love.” 
(Signed) Loren Potts. 


A letter from his mother says: 
“The enclosed letter is from our 
six-year-old boy to whom we read 
your sermon to children. We are 
sure he is sincere as we have 
taught him the Scriptures as fast 
as we could, and have talked to 
him much about Jesus. He wanted 
to write to you when he heard the 
sermon, and now he feels that he 
has made the decision to live for 
Jesus for life.” 
(Signed) Mrs. George A. Potts 
American Falls, Idaho 
. r > 


@ Editor Gives Booklet to 
Unsaved; Writes to Tell 
of Conversion 

“June 19, 1946 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I’m sending you this satement 
that was in your booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do te Be Saved?’ You 
gave it to me last Saturday after- 
noon when my husband and I 
were down at the tent. I’ve read 
it through and several other books 
that I borrowed from my neigh- 
bor. And I’m giad to say that 
I’m a Christian now, too. I be- 
lieve in God and trust Him and 
want my children and husband to 
do the same. Won't you pray for 
us sometime?” 


(Signed) Mrs. P——-—— J. M 
: Goshen, . Indiana 


Dr. Bob Jones Says--- 


By REV. BOB JONES, DD., LL.D 
Founder and President, Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


“These things have [I written 
unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have. eternal life.” 
So many people say, “I cannot 
say I know I anr saved. I, of 
course, hope I am saved.” But 
John said he wrote to those who 
believe on His name that they 
might know that they are saved. 
A father does not want his.child 
to hope that he is a son. A normal 
father wants his child to know 
that he is a son in the house of his 
father. It doesn’t seem reasonable 
that we who are Christians should 
go through life wondering about 
whether or not we are saved. But 
people say, “You must think you 
are mighty good when you say 
you know you are saved.” Here 
is the answer to that. We Chris- 
tians who say we know we are 
saved do not mean that we think 
we are naturally good. We mean 
that we have a good God Who 
saves bad people because bad peo- 
ple accept the righteousness which 
was purchased by the blood of Je- 
sus Christ, God's Son, when He 
died on Calvary’s cross. Salva- 
tion, according to the Bible, is not 
something that men earn, We 
are saved by grace through faith 
and we are not saved by works. 
A man may not be worthy of a 
gift but he may know whether or 
not he has accepted the gift. God's 


Word says, “The gift of God is 
eternal life.” We accept the gift 
by faith. Someone says, “What 


does that have to do with my 
life?” It has everything to do 
with a life. We Christians do not 
work to be saved. We work be- 
cause we are saved. We do not 
work to go to Heaven when we 
die. We work because we are on 
our way to Heaven because God 
loved us and sent His Son to die 
for us and we in simple faith ac- 
cept the salvation which God of- 
fered us in His Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
> + + 

“He that hath the Son hath 
life.” Wonderful words are these! 
It does not say that he that hath 
church membership hath life, nor 
does it say that he that does the 
best he can has life. Christianity 
is Christ and Christ is Christian- 
ity. Men do not need a blessing so 
much as they need the Blesser who 
gives the blessing. They do not 
need salvation so much as they 
need a Saviour who has power to 
save. All that men need they find 
in Christ. He is the Bread who 
came down from Heaven. He is 
the Water of Life. He is the Door 
that opens into the house of sal- 
vation. He is the Mediator be- 
tween God and man. He is the 
One who said, “Him that cometh 
unto Me I will in no wise cast 
out.” According to the Bible there 
is salvation in no other name ex- 
cept in His name. Men are not 
saved by turning a new leaf or 
quitting some bad habit or joining 
a church or taking communion. 
They are saved by grace through 
faith in the atoning blood which 
Christ shed on the cross. Salva- 
tion is not something that men 
can buy. The only Person who had 
the price to pay for salvation was 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He paid 
for our salvation by bearing our 
sins in His body on the cross. He 
knew no sin. He had no sin of 
His own to bear. He took the sin- 
ner’s place. All we like sheep 
have gone astray. But the Lord 
laid on Him the sin of us all. He 
was wounded for our transgres- 
sions. He was bruised for our 
iniquities. With His stripes we are 
healed. We are not saved by 
what we can do. We are saved 
by accepting what He has done 
for us. When we accept what He 
has done for us we naturally ac- 
cept Him. Therefore, he that hath 
the Son hath life. 

4 * * 

The same Bible that says that 
“he that hath the Son hath life” 
also says, “He that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life.” These 
words are definite. They are clear. 
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They are either true or they are 
not true. If they are true, (and 
they are true) then many people 
who are very lovely people natur- 
ally do not have spiritual life. 
They may have good impulses, and 
some of them are very philan- 
thropic. Some of them are church 
members, Some of them are 
loyal.to their friends and some of 
them make mighty good neighbors. 
But all who have not the Son of 
God have not life. The writer 
wonders how we who call’ ourselves 
Christians and who declare to the 
whole world that we believe the 
Bible can be so calm and undis- 
turbed with people all around us, 
who, according to the Word of 
God, are lost because they do not 
have Christ. If the Bible is so— 
and the writer has no question in 
his own mind that the Bible is true 

if there is a coming judgment 
and a Heaven and a Hell, and 
practically everybody believes 
there is some kind of Hell and al- 
most everybody believes there is 
some sort of Heaven—then it is a 
terrible thing for us to let our 
neighbors and friends go on day in 
and day out and we who call our- 
selves Christians doing nothing to 
try to get them to accept the Son 
of God who, according to the Bible, 
must be accepted if men are to be 
saved, We read that someday men 
are going to look into the face of 
Jesus and they will tell Him some- 
thing like this: “We cast out dev- 
ils in your name and we did a 
great many wonderful things,”’ 
and then Jesus will say to them, “J 
never knew you.” In that group 
may be some of our dearest friends 
and even some of our loved ones. 
It makes us a “little creepy” to 
think about it but we should think 
about it. It will be too bad for 
those whom we love to meet God 
unprepared when we might help 


them now in this world make the 
preparation that is necessary if 
they are to stand unafraid and 
unashamed in God’s presence in 
the day of judgment, Those who 
accept Christ have Christ and, ac- 
cording to the Bible, those who 
have Him have life, Those who 
do not accept Christ, of course, do 
not have Christ and, according~ to 
the Bible, those who do not have 
the Son of God do not have life. 
Yes, these are solemn words but 
they are in the Bible and the 
Bible is God’s Book for all Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration, which 
means all f§cripture ig God- 
breathed, 


THE SWORD 
Tops the List 


——— —— . 


“.. A friend of mine handed 
me a copy of The Sword of the 
Lord and after reading it I was 
thrilled to know of such a funda. 
mental paper. This paper is to be 
highly recommended by me from 
now on,... 
nsgiceianiaaine: Tn i 

“Ee. Bon. Be 

“Elmira, Ont., Can.” 


“May ‘God richly bless you all, 
The Sword of the Lord is the 
world’s greatest paper for the gos- 
pel and great blessing. It just 
keeps a revival working in our 
hearts and lives. We did not know 
there were so many great evange- 
lists, sermons so marvelous, I pray 
God to bless them in saving souls. 
I love to hear the revival reports. 
I have received the Sword ever 
since it was printed.” . 

(Signed) MRS. R H -~-— 
Barry, Ill. 


Preparing -- 


(Continued from Page 4) 


enough to die for me! I love You 
enough to live for You, to tell 
others about You!” May God give 
us all the grace to do for Christ a 
little of what He has done for us. 
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training. In an average year 10,000 
profess conversion through the work of 
Moody students in busy Chicago. 


Moody annuities are avait 
able in amounts of $100 and up- 
ward. on this practical plan 


Mail the coupon today 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


C) Also Booklet A. | am under 20. 
NAME 


153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Iif., Dept. SO780 


Gentlemen: Please send me your booklet Double Dividends 
telling all about the Moody Annuity Plana, 


STREET 


CITY AND STATE 


